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Mr. BAYLY renewed his motion that the com- 

ouee rise and report the bill. 

Mr. STANLY moved to add to the bill the fol- 
jowing section: 

« Be it farther enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy is 
gidorized, should be deem it practicable, to employ such 

of then val force as may be necessary to remove the 

Peek of the steam frigate Missouri, lying in the harbor of 
Givratar; and if it be not practicable to remove said wreck 
by the employment of part of the naval force, then the See- 
muryot the Navy is hereby authorized and required to | 

tract with such person or persons, after advertising for | 
proprmals, for the removal of said wreck, on such plan as he 


exceed $6,000, to be paid out of the appropriation for con- 
gruction, equipment, and repair.’* 

Mr. KAUFMAN called for a division of the 

tion. He was willing to vote far the first, but 
was unwilling to vote for the last part of the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the quesgjon 
would be divided, and would be put upon agreeing 
toso much of the amendment as related to the em- 
ployment of the naval force. 


the amendment, of which nothing was heard by 
the Reporter, except the declaration that our duty 
and honor required that we should raise this 


wreck. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, was entirely op- 
d to the amendment. The committee had pre- 
viously had it before them in substance, and had 
voted itdown. He was opposed to any appropri- 
ation of money or direction of our naval force to 
remove obstructions in the bay of Gibraltar, oc- 
casioned by the wreck of the Missouri. He dis- 
agreed with gentlemen who considered it the duty 
of this Government toremoveit. During the rev- 
olutionary war vessels had been sunk near the 
mouth of the Savannah river, to keep out the Brit- 
ish fleet. The people of Georgia had for years 
petitioned in vain for their removal. They could 
not get these obstructions out of their own bay. 
Should Congress appropriate fifty or seventy-five 
thousand dollars for the bay of Gibraltar, when 


| 
Mr. STANLY said a few words in support o 


they would not clear out our own harbors? He held | 


it to be the duty of Congress to remove obstructions 
in our own bays and rivers, but he should never 
acknowledge the obligation of the Government to 
clear out the bay of Gibraltar. 

Mr. BAKER moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to reduce the sum to $30,000. 

Mr. BAKER said, itseemed to be thought mach 
better to remove the obstructiéns made by the Gov- 
ernment itself in the harbor of Gibraltar than those 
made by nature in the channel of the Mississippi. 
Ktwas an English notion, and he was partly En. 
glish himself, and it had been argued here that 
great regard should be always had to a spirit of 
amity and courtesy between nations. Now, he had 
a great deal of this feeling, but his greatest regard 
was for home; and while in consequence of these 
home obstructions there had been more vessels 
wrecked on the Mississippi rapids, and more 
steamboats destroyed, than all the vessels which 
had been lost at the Rock of Gibraltar from the 
days of General Elliot to the present day, he 
thought the removal of obstructions in the Mis- 
sissippi demanded our first attention. He had a 
fice respect for his friendfrom North Carolina, 
Mr. Stawxy,] and he was inclined to go very far 
for amity and courtesy, but he thought we ought 
bot give money for this inferior class of im- 
rovements until the more important ones had 

n attended to. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to say that it 
strack him as a strange argument that because this 
Government had not done all it ought to in the 

vannah river, therefore they should do nothing 
else, whether our honor required it or not. That 
os the amount of the gentleman’s argument. 

the wished to say that he hoped, if the com- 
mittee was not disposed to. adopt the whole 
aan they would at least agree to the first 
cee question upon the amendment of Mr. Ba- 
or to the amendment, was taken, and decided in 


negative, 
The question recurring upon agreeing’ to the 
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shall deem advisable: Provided, The whole cost shall not 
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first branch of the amendment of Mr. Sranty, 
as follows: 


“ And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 


So the first branch was agreed to. 


The question recurred upon the latter branch of 
the amendment. 


Mr. WHITE moved to amend it by adding a 


provision that the contract should be given to the | 


lowest bidder. 
The question being taken— 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 


to 


amended, was rejected. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to add 


the following section to the bill: 


‘ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
is hereby directed to purchase the right to use the patent 
suction and force pump and fire engine of Simon P. Keese ; 
and the sum of $25,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any 


money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. KAUFMAN submitted that the amend- 
| ment was out of order, being for an object not au- 


thorized by law. 


The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
Mr.STANTON stated, that though instructed by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to affer this amend- 


The second branch of the amendment, as 


Navy is authorized, should he deem it practicable, to em- | 
ploy such part of the naval force as may be necéssary to 
remove the wreck pf the steam frigate Missouri, lying in | 
the harbor of Gibraltar.” 


The question was taken, and decided in the af- 1 
affirmative. 


i 





ment he had not intended to, and had not when | 


they passed that part of the bill; but he had been 
requested to offer it by various gentlemen on this 
floor—a large proportion of whom, he believed, had 
He now offered the amend- 
ment, and it would be for the committee to dispose 
He considered the invention | 4 
|| lowing amendment, upon which Mr. Vewaste had 


seen the invention. 


of it as they saw fit. 
a valuable one. 


Mr. CARTTER moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to strike out the words “ and force,” 
so that the amendment should read “ suction 


pump.” (Laughter.) 


|| The amendment to the amendment, and the 


original amendment, were severally rejected. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee then 


rose and reported the bill and amendments to the 


House. 


And the question being on agreeing to the said 


amendments, and on ordering the bill to be en 
grossed for a third reading, 


Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 
There was a second, and the main question wes 


ordered to be now taken. 


The SPEAKER. The various amendments will 


now be reported to the House; and gentlemen who | 
are desirous of a separate vote on any amendment | 
will signify their desire when the amendment is | 
read. On the other amendments on which no | 
separate question is asked, the vote will be taken 


together. 
THE POST-ROUTE BILL. 


| 
1 


Mr. POTTER asked the unanimous consent of 
the House that the general post-route bill, which 
had just been returned from the Senate, might be 


taken up end referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office. Ordered accofdingly. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 


the naval appropriation bill. 


The SPEAKER. There is great confusion in| 


the Hall. 
their seats. 


Gentlemen are requested to resume | 
. : ice t in proportion to the mail service heretofore per- 
Business must be suspended until |} ewanney 


order is restored. The amendments will not be read | 
until order has been restored, otherwise there will | 


be difficulty when the vote comes to be taken. 
A pause of some length followed, afier which, 


The amendments were read, and those upon 


whicha reports vote was desired were designated. 


Mr. KA 


FMAN asked the unanimous consent 


of the House to move that the daily hour of 


Mr. LY obj . 
Mr. FMA 
pended to enable him to make the motion. 


“Mr BA the House be ten o’clock. 


moved that the rules be sus- 


SS 
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The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chait, 
no motion to suspend the rules is in order until the 
special order shall have been disposed of. 

So the motion of Mr. Kaurman was not re~ 
ceived. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the amendments, on which a separate vote had not 
been asked, and they were agreed to. 

The other amendments on which a separate vote 
had been asked, were then taken up and disposed 


| of without a second vote, except as hereinafter 


mentioned. 

After an inquiry by Mr. Burr as to the number 
of amendments, 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

On concurring with the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, in the following amend- 
ment, 

“ And there be paid, by the proper accounting officers, to 
William J. McAlpine and William P. Sanger the same sal- 
ary that was paid to their predecessors as engineers-in-chief, 
during the time they severally performed such service at the 
navy-yard, Brooklyn, New York” — 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was concurred in. 


The question was then taken and carried in the 
affirmative upon concurring with the committee in 
the following amendment, upon which Mr. Ricu- 
arpson had demanded a separate vote: 


“That the Secretary of the Navy be authorized to exam- 
ine into the merits of the various condensers for supplying 
the boilers of marine engines with fresh water, and that he 
report to this House, at its next session, the result of said 
examination, together with his opinion as to the value of the 
best of suid condensers to the Government of the United 
States ; and that the sum of $5.000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated to carry into effect this provisision.” 


The question was next on concurring in the fol- 


asked a separate vote: 
“ Amend the item which reads ‘for repair of vessels in or- 


dinary, and for wear and tear of vessels in commission, incla- 
ding tuel for steamers and the purchase of hemp, $!,750,000,? 
so as to make it read ‘tor repairof vessels in ordinary, and 
for wear and tear of vessel in commission, including fuel 
for steamers and the purchase of American water-roited 
ii hemp, to be bought by the Secretary in open market, 


} #1,750,000: Provided, The price of the American hemp 
| shall not exceed the average price of the foreign article for 
the last five years.’”’ e 


Mr. VENABLE demanded the yeas and nays 
on the question; which were not ordered. 

The question being put, it waa carried in the af- 
firmative. 


The following amendment of the committee was 
then agreed to: 

«“ Por meteorological observations, to be conduaeted under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, $2,000.” 

The question was next on concurring in the fol- 
lowing amendment, upon which Mr. Jongs had 
asked a separate vote: 

“Strike out after the words ‘ for transportation of the 


United States mail between New York and Liverpool, be- 
tween New York and New Orleans, Havana, and Chagres, 











|} and between Panama and some point in the Territory of 


| Oregon, #874,000,’ the following proviso : 

“ Provided, That. no part of this appropriation, or of the 

| unexpended appropriations for the same service heretofore 
made, shall be drawn from the Treasury, unless the con- 
tract under which payment is sought shall have been per- 
formed in fall and strict compliance with the law of the 
contract. And the Secretary of the Navy is Wereby author- 
ized and required to rescind such of said contracts as may 

not have been fully and substantially performed according 
to the terms and stipulations thereof”— 


And insert in lieu thereof the following: 
“ Provided, That no payment shall be made for said ser- 





formed, or that may be hereafter performed ; and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy is hereby directed to make payment in 
such proportion only.’ 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. ~ 

A motion was again made that the House ad- 
journ. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
said amendment. 

The SPEAKER in directed business to be 
suspended until order had been restored, and stated 
that if order could not be restored in any other 































Lone. 





way, the Speaker would call gentlemen by their 
numes—gentiemen who did not suspend conver- 
sation. 
The question was then taken on the said amend- 
ment, and resulled—yeas 135, nays 47; as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 


] 
\\ 


|| lowing amendment of the committee: 


and taken, and the question was carried in the af- 


Audrews, Advmun, Baker, Bayly, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, |) 
Bowdon, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, | 


Burt, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, G. 
A. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Cole, Corwin, Croweli, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, 
Durkee, Bdmandson, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Fitch, 


Fowler, Fatter, Gibert, Goodenow, Gorman, Gout, Gould, | 


Grinpell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hibbard, Holladay, Holmes, Houston, Howard, 
Howe, Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson 
John A. King, La cH 


Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, | 
re, Leffler, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar- | 


shall, Mason, Matteson, MeCiernand, McDowell, McKis- | 
sock, Robert M. MeLane, MeMulien, Meacham, Milison, || 
Moore, Morehead, Morten, Nelson, Ogle, Orr, Outlaw, Par- | 


ker, Peastee, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Putnam, 


| J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, 


Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Ross, || 
Rumeey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Siivester, | 


Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H, Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, 
Walden, Watkina, Weliborn, Wentworth, White, Wil- 
liams, and Wood— 135. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ache, Bay, Beale, Bingham, 
Bowlin, Albert G, Brown, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Cald- 
well, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Nathan Evans, Featherston, 
Freediey, Gerry, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, 
Sainpson W. Harriz, Thomas L. Harris, Hubbard, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufinan, Preston King, Littlefie!d, 
Job Mann, McLanahan, MveQueen, Miller, Morris, Phetps, 
Richardson, Root, Savage, Sawtelle. Stetson, Strong, Join 
B. Thompson, Waldo, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Woodward, and Young—47. 


So the umendment was agreed to. 

Some conversation followed, on a suggestion 
made by Mr. Asumun,as to the order in which 
the amendments had been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. It led to no motion. 


The question now being upon concurring in the 
following amendment of the committee to the ap- 
propriation for the mail steamers, upon which Mr. 

reHarpson called for a separate vote: 

“ Provided, further, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed as a coufirmation or ratification of any depart- 
vre from the orginal contract for building said steamers 
and transporting the mails, which has occurred heretofore, 
without the sanction of the Secretary of the Navy: And 
provided, further, That the Secretary shall report to the next 


session of Congress what departures from the contracts | 


have been made, showing which were with aud which 
without the sanction of the Navy Department; and also 
report each omission or failure to carry the mail according 
w the terms of the contract’’*— 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, inquired how 
many amengments were pending ? 

The SPEAKER responded, some seven. 

Mr. BURT moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were refused. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

The qeestion was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was rejected—yeas 46, nays 130; as follow: 


| making contracts and purchases of articles for naval pur- 


| price and quality, being equal, to articles of the growth, 
| production, and manufacture of the United States.” 


without a division: 


YEAS—Mesers. Anderson, Ashe, Bingham, Burt, Joseph | 


Gable, Caivin, Casey, W. R. W. Cobb, Corwin, Crowell, 


Dickey, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Gerry, Green, | 


Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Hebard, Hubbard, Hunter, 
Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Preston King, 
Litefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, McLanahan, 
Robert M. McLane, McQueen, Meacham, Miller, Morris, 
Otis, Phelps, Reed, Savage, Strong, Waldo, Wallace, Well- 
born, Wildrick, and Young—46, 

NAYS Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Andrews, Ash- 


|| is authorized, should he deem it practicable, to employ such 
|| partof the naval force as may be necessary to remove the 


of Gibraltar.’ 


mun, Baker, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, | 


Bowie, Breck, Boggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, 
Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, George A. Caldwell, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Campbell, Cartier, Chandler, Clarke, Cleve- 
land, Clingman, Cole, Daniel, Debs try, Dimmick, Disney, 


Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Edmundson, Eliot, Alexauder Evans, | 


Pwing, Fiteh, Fowler, Fuller, Gilbert, Goodeno w , Gorman, 
Coy, Gout, Grinveli, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Samp- 
son *¥. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Henry, 
Hibbard, Holladay, Holmes, Houston 
James L.. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Ju 
G. King, James G. King, Jobn A. Ki 
Levin, Mason, Matteson, McCiernand, 
sock, MeMutlen, Millson, Moore 
aon, Ugie, Orr, Cutlaw, Parker, 
Potter, Putnam, Re Richardson, Risley, Robbins, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Ross, Ramses, Sackett, Scher- 
merhorn, Sehooicratt, Silvesier Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
FP, P. Stanton, R. A. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens Stetson, 
Taylor, facob Thompson, James Thompson, J. B. Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vena » Vinton Walden, 
w , Willams, Wood, 


Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whi 
and Weodward—130, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the 
House adjourn, 


ayés 28, noes 81. 


Howard, Howe, 
» La Sére, Leffler, 


Morehead, Morton, Nel- 


lian, Kerr, George | 


Peasiee, Phenix, Pitman, | 


ic Dowell, McKis- | 





| 


which motion was negatived— | 


a 


The next question was on concurring in the fol- Mr. GREEN demanded the 





“ Provided, That flogging in the navy is hereby abolished, 
from and after the passage of this act.” 


The yeas and nays were demanded, ordered, 


firmative—yeas 131, nays 29; as follow: 
YFRAS—Messra. Albertson, Allen, Anderson, Ashmun, 

Baker, Bay, Beale, Bingham, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Bow- 

lin, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Joseph Cable, G, A. Caldwell, 


Clarke, Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, 
Durkee, Edmundson, A. Evans, Nathan Evans, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, Goodenow, Gorman, 
Gott, Gonld, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamitton. Hamoton, 
Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Howard, Howe, 
Hunter, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, Kerr, George G. King, Preston King, Leffler, Levin, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, 
Matteson, McDowell, McLanahan, MeMullen, Meacham, 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Morris, Morton, Ogle, Olds, Otis, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Ristey, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, 
toot, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Schoolcraft, Silves- 
ter, Spaulding. Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, R, 
H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Jacob 
Thompeen, James Thempson, John B> Thompson, Tuck, 
Underhill, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wood, and Wright—131. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alston, Andrews, Bavly, Bowdon, 
Breck, Burt, E, Carrington Cabell, Eliot, Gilbert, Henry, 
Holladay, Houston, Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, James G. 
King, John A. King, La Sére, McKissock,MeQueen, More- 
head, Nelson, Orr, Parker, Thurman, Van Dyke, Venable, 
Vinton, Wallace. and Woodward—29. 


Mr. CARTTER moved that the House adjourn. 
Decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken, and carried in the 
affirmative, on the following amendment, upon 
which Mr. Venasue had asked a separate vote: 

“ And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, in 





poses, to give the preference, all other things, including 


The following amendment, upon which Mr. 


Wiprick called a separate vote, was then con- | 


curred m: 


« And the pay of the Superintendent of the Naval Schdol 
at Annapolis shall be at the rate allowed to an officer of his 
rank when in service at sea,”’ 


The follewing amendment was concurred in 


** And that the pay of Engineer Ward B. Burnett, at the 
navy-yard, Philadelphia, be two thousand three hundred 
and forty-seven dollars, commencing at the time of his ap- 
pointment, on the first day of February, 1849.” 

The House then concurred in the amendment of 
the committee upon which Mr. Fow er had asked 
aseparate vote, making an appropriation of one 
hundred thousand dollars for the erection of a dry 
dock in California. 


The question was now upon concurring in the 
following amendment of the committee: 
“4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 


wreck of the steam-frigate Missouri, lying in the harbor 


! 


ndrews 
| mun, Baker, Bayly, Bokee, Booth i 
| Brooks, pavows, Puommes’ » Bowie, Breck, b 


| ton, Howard, 
| Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. Kj 


| son, Thurman, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, Waldo 
| Wentworth, White, Williams, and Wright—11| 


| Mann, McLanahan, McMullen, McQaeen, 


| 


| 





Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

All the amendments having been disposed of, 

The SPEAKER said the question would be on 


_ ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 


ing. 
‘Mr. BAYLY called for the previous question. 
Mr. WHITE stated that the words per annum 


_ had been inadvertently omitted from the amend- 


ment providing pay for Ward B. Burnett. 
The CHAIRMAN said that by common con- 
sent the words would be inserted, as it could only 


| be done by unanimous consent. 


Mr. CARTTER objected. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered on the engrossment of 
the bill; and the question being put, it was carried 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. FOWLER moved toreconsidered the vote on 
the engrossment, and to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were not ordered, 

he question was then put on the latter motion 
of Mr. Fow.er, and carried in the affirmative. 

The bill having been engrossed, and the ques- 
tion being on its passage, 

Mr. BAYLY called for the previous question, 
which received a second, and the main question 
was ordered. 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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and resulted—yeas 111, 




















































Sept. 23, 


. eas 
passage of the bill. They were onthe Sha 

nays 48; as follow: P 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, A Ash. 


B. Butler, B. ies, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin Campbell, “Caney ty cael, 
Clarke, Cleveland, Corwin, rry, Dickey, Dixon ri 
Dunbam, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, F, MY, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilbert, Goodenow, Gou, Gould "oie 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Heary a 
owe, Hunter, James L. Jobuson, RW. 
» J. A. King 
La Sére, Leffier, Levin, Littlefield, Marshall. My, aed 
teson, McDowell, MeKissock, Robert M. Mele Mar. 
am, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson. oe 
Parker, Peastee, Peck, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed oe, 
nolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey Sa he 
Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schooleratt, Silveste: Spavia > 
Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Beanie’ 
Stetson, Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, John B, Thom 


p- 
’ Watkins, 


NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bin 
don, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, Buel, But, G. io 
Cartter, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crowe} D ; 
ney, Edmundson, Featherston, Fite, Green, Hal) Hay i 
tov, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Holladay, Inge, ‘Anis. 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, Horace Mann, Job 


; Miller, Morris 
Urr, Phelps, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Venabj.’ 


Wallace, Whittiesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Woodwarj—4s' 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which it was passed, and to lay that motion on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (the rules havino 
been suspended for the purpose,) offered the fo}. 
lowing resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the allowance to each member of the 
House for stationery and other articles charged to them by 
the postmaster, be limited to the sum of forty-five dollars 
for the long, and twenty-five dollars for the short session of 
each Congress.” 

Mr. J. demanded the previous question on the 
adoption of ine resolution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH appealed to the gentle. 
man to withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, to enable him to introduce an amend- 
ment; which was read, as follows: 

‘¢ And that the Clerk of this House be directed to pay out 
of the contingent fund of the House to each of the sane 
class of employés in and about the Capitol who received 
the usual compensation at the last session of the Thirtieth 
Congress the same amount that was then paid te each indi- 
vidual of the same class respectively: Provided, Tivat those 
employés whose services commenced since the present ses- 
sion of Congress commenced, or terminated before this 
date, shall only be paid pro rata.” 

Mr. JOHNSON. I withdraw the demand for 
the previous qtestion. It has always been usual 
to make this allowance to the clerks and messen- 

ers. He hoped it would pass. 

Mr. CLEVELAND moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion.was negatived. 

Mr. JONES made a point of order on the reso- 
lution, and had the rule read which inhibited the 


, allowance of extra compensation to any officers or 


messengers. 

Mr. MASON made some remarks, not distinctly 
heard, but understood to be that the Committee on 
Accounts had had this matter under consideration, 
and made allowances in certain cases, which they 
deemed sufficient. He thought there was enough 
pay allowed already to all the employees about the 
Capitel. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he would modify his reso- 
lution soas to include that offered by the gentle- 


| man from Ilinois,[Mr. Wenrworrts.] 


The SPEAKER said that the genceman could 
not modify his amendment so as to include a dif 


| ferent proposition which, if objected to, would have 


required a separate suspension of the rules to ena- 
ble it to be introduced. The proposition could be 
offered as an amendment, if the previous question 
was withdrawn. ; 

The demand for the previous question was with 
drawn, the amendment received, and the call for 
the previous question renewed. 

r. JONES made another point of order, that 
the amendment was not germane to the orig! 
resolution. —_. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the amend- 
ment is relevant. 

Mr. JONES. I should like to know how the 
Chair does think so. ; 

The qemstien was now on seconding the de- 
m r previous question. 

soe to further amend the resolu- 
tion w aA ruled out of order, 


r. D said:. [ believe that when 
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a tions are sprung on the House in this way, 
en of an adjournment, there is something 
oat in it. I therefore move that the House ad- 


Ar. MORRIS called for the yeas and nays, 
i they were not ordered; and the question being 
he House refused to adjourn. ? 
+. JONES moved jto lay the resolution and 
gpendment on the table; which motion was not 
to. 
s question was then*taken on seconding the 
jamand for the previous question; when the vote 
_ayes 85, noes 7—no quorum voting. 
Mr-JONES;moved to, adjourn; which motion” 
t. 
ee pulion was again taken on seconding the 
jenaod for the previous question, when noquorum || 
wiel—ayes 96, noes 4. a thei ak a 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired if the | 
louse should adjourn, what would be the condition || 
of this business ? ; ; 

The SPEAKER replied, that the resolution hav- | 
ing come up under a suspension of the rales, it I] 
gould be the first thing in order in the morning. 
And then the House adjourned. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. TAYLOR gave notice that he should ask 
jave to introduce a bill to grant to the State of 
Ohio all the unsold public lands in the southern 
cart of that State, to aid in the construction of cer- | 


part oF . 
nin railroads therein named. 
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PETITION, 
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|| tee on Finance the other day, which are never | 





Resolved, That the clerk to the President pro tempore | 
be continued during the recess of Congress at the same per 
diem compensation as heretofore allowed.” 

The resolution having been read, the question 
was stated to be upon its passage. 

Mr. TURNEY. I do not see the necessity to 
continue this officer. An officer of this sort was 
first granted to the presiding officer a few years 
age, on account of his defective eyesight, he being 
unable to see well enough to perform his own 
writing. I cannot perceive the importance or ne- 
cessity of continuing this clerk during the recess 
of Congress, eveif if there should be one during | 
the sessions of Congress; and, unless some good | 
reason be given for it, | hope the resolution will | 
not be adopted. This is one of those abuses which | 
were mentioned by the chairman of the Commit- | 





i 


| 
| 
; 
} 


i 
| 
| 


corrected. I hope the mover of this resolution | 
will give some explanation of it. 

Mr. BADGER. I think my friend from Ten- 
nessee will perceive that this resolotion is a proper 
one. It is not to be expected that the presiding || 
officer of the Senate should have the services of || 
his clerk suspended the instant the Senate ad- | 
journs, and that he should not have any person | 
| during the recess, either for the few days he may | 


LOBE. 


|| sand copies will answer for my pur 
| knowledge the value of the book. 
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resolution has any other object than merely to 
purchase the book for the benefit of the vender, I 
cannot perceive it. For any such purpose, I am 





|| unwilling to vote. 


Mr. BADGER. The object of purchasing these 
books is very obvious. It is to circulate them 
among our constituents; and I know of no book 
which either House of Congress has at any time 
circulated which is so valuable, and so generally 
acceptable, and so much desired by our constita- 
ents as this very book. | hope, therefore, the 
resolution will be adopted. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I fully admit the value of 
this work. I think I have given evidence of it by 
voting for the purchase of some twenty or thirty 
thousand copies of it before. 

Mr. BADGER. Oh, no; we have never pur- 
chased but fourteen thousand copies of it. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Very well; fourteen thou- 
se. | ac- 
have voted 
for it heretofore, for the benefit of the gentleman 
who compiled the book. But it strikes me that 
the Constitution of the United States is now more 
generally diffused, and more easily obtained, than 
any other book whatsoever. It prefaces the con- 





| be here, or the few days he may come here before 
the next (now near at hand session of Congress, 
to perform any of those duties he may require in 
his office. This resolution extends to nothing be- 
| yond this particular recess, which will be a very 
short one. The presiding officer of the Senate re- 
quires and ought to have such aclerk. And I 


i 





The following petition was presented under*the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committee: 

By Mr. MORTON : The memorial of 157 citizens of Penn- 
syivania, praying that Congress, in establishing territorial 
governments, should not discriminate between the citizens 
of the different States, but admit all, with every kind,of 

property; and, also, that Congress should not abolish sla- 
very in the District of Columbia. 


IN SENATE. 


Monpay, September 23, 1850. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Robert 
Piatt, asking for compensation for services as a 
Deputy Commissary of Purchases during the war 
of 1812; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- | 

nance, to which was referred the bill from the | 


i 
} 





House of Representatives No. 338, &eing the act || 


to provide for carrying into execution in further | 
part the twelfth article of the treaty with Mexico 
concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, reported back 
thesame without amendment, and recommended 


its passage; and gave notice that he would call it || 


up to-morrow. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Ed- | 


|| selves requires t 


submit that a proper and decent regard for our- | 
hat this resolution should be 

| adopted. 

| Mr. TURNEY. The argument of the Senator 

| from North Carolina does not satisfy my mind. | 

| do not suppose that the presiding officer would 

| wish to carry a private secretary with him when 

| he leaves the city. 

Mr. BADGER, (to Mr. Turney.) 
you know he will go home? 

Mr. TURNEY. If he does not go home, I do 
not see what use he can make of a private secre- 
tary after the adjournment of Congress. I am 
unwilling to create this precedent. I regret that | 
the office was created in the firstinstance. I had 
two reasons for not opposing there solution which | 
created the office in the first place. One was that 


How do 


{ 


he could not see to do his own writing. The | 
other was that he was a political opponent. If the 
then presiding officer had been a political friend, I | 
| should have opposed the creation of such an of- 
| fice for him, as being uselessly extravagant and 
aristocratic. I move to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The motion was rejected. 

The question the recurred on the passage of the 
resolution. 





ward Tracey and others, praying an extension of 
the act for the relief of J. P. B Gratiot and the 
legal representatives of H. Gratiot to all persons 
who paid mineral rent, submitted an adverse re- 
port on the same. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit to 
the Senate, if not inconsistent with the public interest, a 
Copy of the correspondence between the Department of State 


a Turkish G overnmenton the subject of the Hungarian 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolution, 

Which was read and ordered to a second reading: 
Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to Jacob Dod- 

Son the same extra compensation that was paid to the la- 


fs at the last session of Congress; and that there be 
to Henry Dodson, an extra laborer, the sum of fifty dol- | 


_Mr. NORRIS s 
ton, which was 
unanimous 
of Claims: 


enmpinled, That the Committee of Claims be authorized to 
on W aclerk annually, whose duties, as said committee 
Of the rect, shall be the same as now performed by the clerk 
until ttee of Claims of the House of Representatives, 
Be otherwise ordered by the Senate: to be paid by the 
commnttY of the Senate out of the contingent fund sueh 
cone nneiES shall be fixed by the commitice, not ex- 
ng that allowed to engrossing clerks of the Senate, _ 
Tuan OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM. 

; ollowing resolu 

tion of its third © ae Pot 0s ee 


paid 
lars, 


ubmitted the following resolu- 
read a first and second time by 
consent, and referred to the Committee 




















Mr. SEWARD. Iam very well satisfied that the 
correspondence of the President of the Senate, if 
it at all compares with the correspondence of any 
member of the Senate, must be so great as to re- 
quire the assistance and labor of an amanuenais or 
secretary. And I am very happy on this occasion 
to be able to reciprocate the courtesy extended by 
the Senator from Tennessee when this office was 
first created. He was silent on that occasion, be- 
cause the then incumbent of the chair was a polit- 
ical opponent. I will now support this resolution, 
as a return for his courtesy. 

The resolution was passed, 


HICKEY’S EDITION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

The following resolution came up in its order, 
and was read a third time: 

* Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to procure from 
the proprietor for the use of the Senate, ten thousand copies 
of Hickey’s edition of the Constitution, with an abphabetical 
analysis, Washington’s [naugural and Farewell Addresses, 
and other important statistical matter illustrative of the ge- 
nius of the American Government, and the development of 
its principles: Provided, that they be furnished at the same 
pyice as those last procured for the use of the Senate.’’ 


The question was then stated to be upon its pas- 


Mr. ATCHISON. This resolution is for the 
purchase of ten thousand copies of the Constitu- 
tion. My recollection is, that we have ordered 
twenty or thirty thousand copics of this work be- 
fore, at different sessions. 1 do not know the ex- 
act number; but I know that I have got tired of 
franking and distributing these books. If this 





hs ; \| resolution. 
the then presiding officer was so near-sighted that || 


stitution of every State in the Union; it is a part 
| of the digest of the laws of every State in this 


|| Union; and it is to be had, I presume, at every 


| bookstore in the Union. 

Who will get these books, if we purchase these 
ten thousand copies? They must be distributed 
among twenty millions of people. Only a favored 
few will receive them. Like all other documents 
printed for distribution, they will fall into the hands 
of the favored few. Perhaps not one manin five 
hundred will receive a copy of this book. The 
distribution of all these books is very partial. I 
think it is time now to stop this book business, 
I thought we had done with it. I thought, this 
business had been stopped by a large, a very large 
vote given at this session. I thought that our re- 
| fusal to purchase the work of Aaron H. Palmer 
would put an end to this system of purchasing 
| books for distribution. I ask the yeas and nays 
on the passage of this resolution, that | may 
record my vote against it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. As the yeas and nays have been 
called, I desire to record my vote in favor of this 
We pay ten times what this work 
will cost in printing and distributing much inferior 
documents. If Congress never goes into extrava- 
gance till it does it in circulating the Constitution 
of the United States among the people, we shall 
be a very economical Government, indeed. 

Mr. GWIN. As the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. Arcuison] is tired of franking these books, | 
will relieve him of that trouble, if he will only 
furnish me with the books. My country has not 
had these books, and we want our share. 

Mr. WALKER. I believe this book has done 
more good than all the other books that Congress 
has ever printed. I have received letters even 
from persons in favor of the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege—and I have received a great many 
|| letters on that subject—that have seen this work, 
who say that if the Government would put that 
book in the hands of every citizen of the United 
States, it would bea benefit; and the post office 
might well be made to bear the burden of trans- 

rting it. It has been made an exception, | be- 
ieve, in every letter | have received on the sub- 
ject of the franking privilege, and I have received 
some violent ones on that subject. It seems to be 
a favorite work. I believe | can say that in Wis- 
consin it hag had a good effect on the sentiments 
and political opinions of the people, and has in- 
troduced a high feeling of patriotism wherever it 
has been read. 

Mr. SEWARD, (jocularly.) 1 suppose this ie 
one of the great measures of ‘* pacification.’’ 

Mr. ATCHISON. I do not wish to be under- 
stood as depreciating the value of this book. Not 
by any means. But it is now said, that of ali the 
documents Congress has ever printed for distribu- 
tion, this is the most valuable. I admit it. But 
this purchasing of books is an abuse. The argu- 
ment is that this is not a great abuse; but I con- 
tend the whole system is an abuse. I admit that 
this is, perhaps, the ‘east abuse that attaches to 
the system of buying and distributing vooks, for 
I believe it is the most valuable work we have ever 
distributed. But 1 am unwilling even to diatribute 
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the Constitution of the United States among the | late Secretary of the Interior, Mr. McKennan, in 


people, because | consider this book business an 
abuse. 
partial. dt will fall into the hands of very few, 

and into the hands of those few who, perhaps, | 
have already the Constitution, I know that I | 
have received letters in regard to this work. So | 
has every Senator. Every book that is printed 
at the public expense is gratefully received by | 
these to whom it is sent, whether it be valuable 


or not. 
Mr. BADGER, I desire to add but one re- 
mark. lam surprised atthe zealous opposition 


made by the Senator from Missouri to the pur- | 
chase of a book which he thinks the best which 
Congress has ever circulated. I will merely men- 
tion one fact. 
telligent man in North Carolina, to whom I had | 
sent a copy of this book, in which he expressed 
the opinion that it was not only the most valuable 
book Congress had ever circulated, but that if a | 
sufficient number of copies were circulated to put 
it into the hands of every reading man in the | 
country, it would be money well laid out. It con- 
tains not only the Constitution of the United 


As | before observed, the distribution is || 


which he says he has applied to the other depart- 
ments for clerks, and finds that they have none 


| that they can spare him; and we know verv weli 


| have no clerks to spare. 


I received a letter from a very in- || 


| the same engagement. 


States, which my friend says is printed at the head | 
of the digest of the laws of every State, but also a || 


compilation of information which I venture to say | 


no man can find in any one private library in the || 


United States. If he was to sit down and look 
through all the books, a compilation could not be 
found so-carefully made as that put in conjunction 


that since the passage of that proviso, there have 
been a number of clerks voted by Congress to the 
other departments—evidence enough that they 
But under that proviso 
they will be obliged to surrender a portion of their 
clerks to this department. And what is to be its 
effect? It is a clumsy proceeding—exceedingly 
so. This department has its clerks. They were 
employed temporarily, and, as has been truly said 
by the chairman of the Finance Committee, they 
were employed without any provision of Congress 
for their employment, and they were paid, not out 
of the public ‘l'reasury, but they were paid tempo- 
rarily upon individual responsibility. Congress, 
however, has voted a sum of money sufficient for 
their payment, and they are now, or were up to 


the 30th June, employed under the provision of | 
| that deficiency bill. 


Since that time, or since a 
few days subsequent to it, [ know nothing about 
them. I believe the same clerks are there under 
Now, what is to be the 
operation of this proviso? Congress here gives 
no clerks to the Department of the Interior—none 
at all. They are directed to take their clerks from 
the other departments, 8r from the bureaus. An 


| application must be made to the President, and he 
| must direct the other departments to surrender to 


with the Constitution of the United States in this || 


book, 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is the only book 
worth one cent ever published by Congress accord- | 
ing to my view. It is an exceedingly valuable | 
book, and one of the very best compilations for | 
public ose [ ever saw. I cannot vote for this mo- | 
tion, because | am determined to vote against all 
Congress books; but I deemed it due to say this 
mach, though | have made up my mind to vote 
against the motion. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and re- 
sulted: 

YEAS—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Cass, | 
Clarke, Downs, Ewing, Frémont, Greene, Gwin, Hale, 
Jones, Morton, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Walk- 
er, Winthrop, atid Yulee—22, 

NAY3-—Mosaers. Atchison, Barnwell, Benton, Chase, Daw- | 
son, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Felch, | 
Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, Sebastian, Spruance, Stur- 
geon, Turney, Underwood, and Whitcomb—19. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 





sumed the consideration of the bill entitled ‘ An | 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplo- | 
matic expenses of the Government for the year | 
ending the 30th of June, 1851, and for other pur- | 


ores.”’ 

. Mr. DICKINSON. I will state, that on looking 
the whole matter over, 1 am satisfied, from the | 
great number of amendments which gentlemen 

have intimated their intention to offer, some of | 
them importantand complicated, together with the | 
other appropriation bills which have not yet come | 
to the Senate, that our best energies and attention | 
will be tasked to dispose of them during the short 
remaining time of this session. I donot presume | 
to mark out any course for the Senate, but I trust | 
that we shall all act with a view to this state of 

things. 1, for ane, will endeavor to do so. | 


The PRESIDENT, (Mr. Bexi.] When the } 


Senate postponed this subject on Saturday, the 
following amendment was under consideration: | 
Add afier line 261, “‘for the. compensation of 


i 
j 


clerks and messengers [in the Department of the | 


meer $14,200.”’ 
Mr. EWING. 

the Senate for afew moments, | wish to say a few 
words ypon that amendment. This bill contains 


If Lean engage the attention of | 





this department a given number of clerks, as many 
as will be sufficient to get along with. Now, 


| what will be the effect upon the public business? 


Every one of the clerks sent over from the other 
departments will be utterly incompetent and unfit 
for the duties which will be assigned to him, ex- 
cept for copying. The men who are in that de- 
partment are disciplined to their duty; they know 
| what they have to do; they have the routine of 
| the business of the office; they are acquainted with 


|| the files and with the books, and can transact the 


| business of the department. But the men sent 
over from the other departments cannot do it at 


| all, and it will take twice the number and twice the 


labor on the part of the head of the department to 
get along with the business, that it will if you will 


| authorize him to employ his clerks and to retain the 


clerks that he has got, who, whatever may be said 
on the subject, are all highly competent and indus- 
trious men—not a drone amongst them—who work 


‘| as many hours a day as any man ought to work, 


\ || and do the business of the department efficiently. 
On motion by Mr, DICKINSON, the Senate re- || 


The actual operation of the proviso will be this: 
the other departments will be directed to surrender 
a given number of clerks. They will be sent over 


| to the Department of the Interior, and the moment 
| 


they are sent over there they will be dismissed, 
and the clerks now engaged will be employed in 
their places. The effect of it is nothing more than 


| this, that the other heads of departments are re- 
| quired to dismiss each a given number of clerks. 


} 


You have been appointing an additional number 
of clerks, and now you direct the heads of depart- 
ments to dismiss a number by transferring them 
| to the Department of the Interior, for there they 
will be dismissed, and the men now engaged in 
the business will be employed. That will the 
| operation, and it appears to me it will be a very 
| clumsy operation, and not thé way to get along 
| with the public business, if we really wish it to be 
done. If the Senate do not desire the business to 
be done, this isa most effectual way of prevent- 
ing it. I move the amendment, and if it prevails 
I shall move to repeal that proviso in the deficien- 
cy bill, and that will set all things right. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall occupy no time, be- 
cause I wish to have the Senate pronounce its 
| judgment at once. The transfer of clerks was 
contemplated by the bill originally, and the Com- 


; 


i 
| 
| 


no provision for clerks for the Department of the |} mittee on Finance, so far as they took action, tried 
Interior, Underan existing law we have provided || to keep up the theory of the construction of this 
for a secretary and a chief clerk, but there is no || department in practice. 1 know it is a small bus- 


law providing clerks for the office of the depari- 1 


ment. There is a proviso contained in the 


iness to oppose the increase of clerks. I would 


deficiency bill that was passed last Summer, || My opinion is that many of the clerks are not suffi- 


thit this department should take from the other || cient! 
de artments and the bureaus, clerks for the office |! sion 


prener of the department, so as not to increase the | 


number of clerks. The amendment | move is to || the pubtic service. | amo 
peoriee by act of Congress for the peapiniee num || 
) 


er of clerks for this department, an 
hunting am 
of clerks. 


not send it 


paid. If I ever live to be here another ses- 
will try to inform myself on the subject, 
and to give more efficiency in this department of 
to the amend- 
| ment of the Senator from Ohio, bat | will not oc- 
| cupy more time about it. The Senate have heard 


the other departments fora supply || my remarks, and they have heard his, and I hope 
@ have a communication from the they will proceed to vate. ” 


rather give all the clerks asked for than resist ite 


Sept. 23, 
_ Mr.GWIN. I shall vote for this * 
increase the number of clerks. if oie ne 
tion for the State of California is done this ce 
whieh is absolutely required by the iaterene 
that State, the business will be accumulated “¢ - 
Department of the Interior to such an extent 4 ya 
require the number of clerks asked for So 
— from oe : : —_ therefore vote tor - 
amendment, as in e increase indi 

necessary. ta indiepensably 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. EWING. I have an amendment to of 
which follows as a necessary sequence to the Ae 
which has been already adopted on m 

; m 
It is as follows: —_— 

* Provided, That the first proviso in the 
1850, entitled “An act w supply deficiencies in ment %, 
priations for the public service for the fiseal year endiy _ 
of June, 1850,’ be and the same is hereby repealed. © 

The amendment was agreed to. 

. Mr. DOWNS moved to add after line 563, « for 
the salary of an additional clerk in the Auorne 
General’s office, $2,000.”’ y 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend by adding the 


folfowing: 


“ For continuing and completing the experiments to test 
the capacity and usefulness of the electro-magnetic powe 
as a mechanical agent, for the purposes of navigation oa 
locomotion, and the probable cost of using the same ” 
driving a ship at sea, a boat on a river, or a railroad ear or 
either of them, with an engine of one hundred horse power 
according to the invention of Professor Page, the sem of 
$46,000, including the balance remaining from the appropri. 
ation of March 3, 1849, for the same object ; to be expended 
under the supervision of the Seeretary of the Navy, in 
making practical experiments of said invention according to 
the plan to be prepared and conducted by Professor Page ; 
and the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to alfow to ihe 
said Professor Page a compensation for his services in giving 
his whole time tw sueh experiments, a sum equal to the pay 
of an examining clerk im the Patent Office.’’ 


Mr. BENTON. Ido not propose to say any- 
thing in favor of that resolution, because the sub- 
ject of it has spoken best for itself. Profeasor 
Page brought his machine into Washington city 
about two months ago, and exhibited it for four suc. 
cessive evenings, that all persohs might come and 
examine it, the learned and the unlearned, the 
mechanical and those who are not mechanical, 
Besides that, he has had his machine subject to 
inspection at his own house, two or three miles 
out of the city, almost every evening since, and 
a great many persons, members of Congress and 
others, have been out to see it. } do not propose 
to say egg more about it than to explain the 
amendment. “The amendment is a continuation 
of the vecene adopted at the last session of 
Congress, when the sum of $20,000 was appropri- 
ated for these experiments, the money to be ex- 
pended and applied, as this amendment proposes, 
under the supervision of the Secretary of the 
Navy. Professor Page was then, and now is,a 
clerk in the Patent ce. Like many other 
persons in our country he has to support his 
family by following some pursuit. Everything, 
then, that he has done under that $20,000 appro- 

riation has been done in the evening, after six 
Sours’ service in the Patent Office, from nine in 
the morning till three in the afternoon. He had 
then in this interval—after six hours’ work in the 
Patent Office, and the hardest kind of work; for 
he is one of the examiners—brought up his en- 
gine from one-third of a horse-power to about 
four horse power, at the time it was exhibited at 
the Smithsonian Institution, and to about seven 
anda half now. Thatis to say, the same capa 
city which at the Smithsonian Institution gave that 
four horse power. That is the progress made 
since that time, and that is the progress now 
going on. He has been confirmed in a principle 
of the test moment,. in any invention where 
power is to be used for the propulsion or moving 
of anything. I will state it in his own words: 
‘2 demonstrated the important principle that the 
power is in the duplicate ratio of the battery 
employed.”” Which means, I suppose, that when 
he has added the pore of one horse to the bat 
tery he has gained the power of two in the oper- 
ation. 


Of the jation of $20,000 at the last ses 
sion there fe but $6,000 Cin. The account 
for the whole has been — at the ee 
a most regular ‘manner. ap tion 
asked for bs $40,000, in addition to the $6,000 re 
maining. P tells me that with the 
balance rem. 


ing, from the advance which he has 
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he expects to be able to run a car on a rail- 
of ten or twelve horse power, and that he 
gijectually run it. The $40,000 is for a larger 
fment—an experiment either upon a ship 
employed in ones merchandise or upon a ship 
giver, and he has reduced it to the smallest 
jount sufficient for that purpose. 
The amendment of this session differs only from 
one which I offered a year ago, and which 
ys adopted last session by both Houses of Con- 
in authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to 
nsate Professor Page for his personal labor, 
on condition of his giving his whole time to the 
experiments. He tells me that if that is done he 
yill resign his clerkship and devote his whole time || 
it; bet if that is not done he has to support his || 
qmily and must retain his clerkship, and can only 
give his evenings, after six hours’ work in the Pat- 
ent Office, to it. ‘ 

Mr. President, the experiments of Professor || 
pase have been subjected to every kind of test. 
Mechanics have examined them, scientific men have 
examined them, and they have been the subject of 
an examination in an assemblage of scientific men 
st New Haven, in Connecticut, a short time since. 
Qa that occasion Professor Silliman, the elder, so 
yell known to the scientific world, stated a very 
remarkable fact with respect to Professor Page. | 
He said, * Phat some fifteen years ago Dr. Page, 
‘then quite a youth, brought to his laboratory a 
‘miniature model of his engine, and*that he (Pro- 
‘fessor 8.) indulged at that time high hopes of this 
‘invention. From the great progress made in so 
‘short a time, and from what he now saw and 
‘heard, he believed great results would flow from 
ju.” 

Mr. President, it was, | believe, the great Sir 
Jeane Newton who, speaking of his own discovery, 
and those of other eminent men, said that it wasa 
reat mistake to suppose that any great discoverer 
orgreat inventor conceived all at once, or discov- 
ered all at once, the great principle or the great ob- 
ject for which he was in search; but that he began 
with having a mere glimmering of it, a dubious 
view of something, which, being pursued, ex- 
panded and matured until vast results flowed from 
x. That seems to have been the case with Pro- 
fessor Page, who, fifteen years ago, when a mere 
boy, carried his invention to Professor Silliman, 
and then excited hopes in Professor Silliman’s | 
mind which he is proud to say are now wholly con- | 
firmed. 

Professor Johnson remarked that— 


“Professor Page had paid too much for his zinc, and that 
his horse-power ought to be ten cents instead of twenty 
cents, Atall events, a great advance had been made; for 
in Europ» the cost of this power has been fixed at fifty times 
that of steam under the most favorable circumstances; that 


is the highest price of steam and the lowest of magnetic 
power,” 


Professor Page has brought them down to about 
equal, and when everything else is considered it 
will be infinitely the cheapest. 

| refer to one single case now, and that is in dis- 





cee 


s ee 





| of thousands of miles. Congress gave the $30,000, 
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him to complete his experiment for the electro- | of the constitutional provision. But, as to the 


magnetic felegraph; that wonderful piece of ma- 


| chinery, which is now spread over the continent, 


which goes fromthe Atlantic high up on the Mis- 
souri, and which strikes the Mississippi at various 
points, from its mouth to near the Falls of St. 


| Anthony; that great machinery was then exhibited 


in one of the committee rooms of this Capitol. 
We saw it in its seminal principle in the commit- 
tee room, and although I was one of those who 
concurred in the report that the Government 
should extend to Professor Morse $30,000 for the 
purpose of enabling him to make his experiments, 
yet I had no idea at that time that piece of ma- 
chinery, worked over the committee room, was 
to be worked over the entire continent, and to en- 
able us to converse with each other at a distance 
}and the result is known. We ask now for 
$40,000 to make a trial of this great power on a 
| scale commensurate to the business purposes of 
| life, to commerce, and to war. 

Mr. CASS, This subject was up, not merely 
in connection with this point, but generally, some 
| year or two ago; and then I entertained an inten- 
tion, which I regret I did not follow up, to call 
on the Executive Government for a statement of 
the sums expended in abortive experiments. I 


| 


} 
} 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ably 


| than has Professor Page. 


United States. 


an of merit, | deny nothing to Professor 
age for any invention or discovery which 1 sup- 
pose he may claim; but it must be recollected that 
this invention was familiar to the country some 
years azo, when an obscure blacksmith, t think, 
from Vermont exhibited a little model machine in 
the various cities in the northeastern part of the 
As long ago as the winter of 1837, 
1 saw it worked by this very mode of applying 
electro-magnetic power. But, sir, there is another 
idea; and the public press, in recent articles, must 
have attracted the attention of every Senator to it. 
A young man, known a few years ago very frvor- 
as an artist and painter of portraits and his- 
torical pieces, has for years been experimenting 
upon this same subject. He has made an engine 
in Baltimore; and, if we may credit the statement 
in regard to it, he has obtained a higher power 
Poor and friendlies, he 


| yet struggled alone, and against Professor Page 
| with an appropriation of $20,000 from the Gov- 


ernment to aid him. Some time ago he filed his 


| caveat in the Patent Office for bis vention, and 
| since then he has been perfecting it, with a view 





| believe it would be found to amount to a fearful 
| sum. I am uttétly opposed to the policy, though 


|| Tam ready to acknowledge the value of the ex- 


| periment. I trust thatit will prove successful; 
| but I believe the Government should be the last 
| agent to interfere with these matters, and that 
| they should be left to individual enterprise. If 
| we are to meddle in this case, why not in every 
| other by which science and the arts are to be pro- 
| moted? It is not one of the functions of the Gov- 
; ernment. If the idea shall be carried into effect, 
| let it be patented; and if we desire to avail our- 


| selves of it we can pay for it, as others would. || 


Let it be left to individual enterprise, where it may 
| be most safely left. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I doubt very 
much the propriety, and indeed the power, to make 
| such an appropriation. I doubted its propriety 
| when the first appropriation was made. It wili be 
| seen that the increase of the appropriation asked 

for is quite as rapid as the increase of the power 

described by the Senator from Missouri. 
| thousand dollars was first given for experiments, 
' and $40,000 is asked now to carry them out; and 
| 


| apply them. Where does Congress get the power 
we should ask ourselves in the exercise of our le- 
gislative power over any subject. It is surely not 
in the Constitution, and [ know no other source of 
| power to which Congress can apply. The Con- 
stitution gives Congress power ‘‘ to promote the 
progress of science and useful arts, by securing, 
for limited times, to authors and inventors the ex- 











pensing with the use of these chimneys, which run 
upfrom every steamboat, which entirely prevent 
their being employed in some places on account of 
bridges, and in others produce great inconvenience. 
If this power was used, there would be no such 
obstacle. Professor Johnson went on to remark 
that it was free from the dangers attending the use 
ofsteam. Professor Henry, well known to us all, 
the secretary of ‘the Smithsonian Institation— 


“Said he had witnessed with great interest Dr. Page’s ex- || 


periments before the Smithsonian fastitution, and was much 
dvlighted with the ingenuity exhibited in overcoming diffi- 
culues heretofore existing. Dr. Page had produced by far 


the most powerf . y fa 
his knowledge”, electro-maguetic engine ever made within 


_ We may say, then, that it is the most powerful 
in the world; for I believe that Professor Henry 
knows all that there are in the world. Professor 
Pierce, of Harvard University— 
“Said that this mode of measuring the power was entirely 
a en om the best wo Seon ae adopted by Dr. 
purpose. It was a weight 
it enabled him to work his engine proptenty Boot. 
‘load, and thereby ascertain the cost. It was the mode 
mest commonly practiced for measuring the power of en- 
eines. He felt astonishment and great detight at the results 
quisined by Dr. Page. It was truly a great result to raise 
Gancce ee fees OF lagi by magnetism through such a 
ment alone carina ouonen:* a 


1 will state, Mr. President, that 1 was one of 
the committee to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Professor Morse, at the time that he ap- 


plied to for some assistance to 






clusive right to their respective writings and dis- 
coveries.”” That was the whole grant of the Con- 
stitution. To carry out that grant we established 


dian of the rights of authors and discoverers, but 
the patron of arts and inventions. 
| the hazard of the utility of a supposition of some 
inventor, and appropriate the money, without the 
possibility of deriving that benefit from it which 
every capitalist requires in his own case. 


graphically described the thirsty craving of the 
sand that was going to drink up the water drawn 


the sand would be quenched when kept covered 
with water, and they would not demand furtler 
drink; but how, and in what mode, can we sup- 
press the constant uprising of inventors to demand 
appropriations from Congress? It may come to 
pass that speculating men, chevaliers d’industric, 
will seek it as a mode of drawing money from the 
Treasury, without any expectation that their ex- 
periments would succeed. Are we to sit here asa 
body of examiners, to ascertain the merits and to 
decide upon the probability of each proposition 
submitted, and determine whether we shall ad- 
vance money upon it or not? Surely this would 


Twenty | 
| had this thing Before Congress—long enough to 


| the next session, perhaps, $80,000 will be asked to || 


| to make this appropriation? for that is the question || 


a Patent Office, and grant patents and copyrights, || 
and the exclusive right to books and discoveries. | 
But, sir, the proposition of the Senator from Mis- | 
souri is to make this Government, not the guar- | 


We are to run 


Indeed, | 
I see no limit. The Senator from Missouri very | 


| to obtain a patent. Now, he has at least the right 
| to ask from Congress ** hands off,’ and that, in 
| this fair struggle between rival genius, he may be 
allowed, poor and without aid, to enter the contest 
| with Professor Page to thg final goal of a patent. 
| If Congress, however, shall decide to make this 
| appropriation, I claim that he shall be paton an 
| equality; but I make no such claim now, for | am 
| opposed to the whole principle of voting money 
for any species of experiments, and particularly at 
this time, when we see that the first abuse leads to 
such results. 
| Mr. BENTON. I wish to say but a word. 
| Professor Page, in the year 1839, got about as 
| far, 1 believe, as any other experimenter has 
yet gone. He has-since abandoned the _— 
| ple upon which he was acting then, and adopted 
| another, in which, I apprehend, he has gone 
| farther than any one has yet gone; and it is 
| one which makes the results of what he ig now 
| doing far beyond in value anything that could 
| be derived in value from the old principle. The 
| old way is described in Professor Silliman’s 
| Journal for 1839. But, without going into that 
matter, | may say that Professor Page had jong 


have enabled every member and the whole public 
to have judged of it for themselves. Before the 
appropriation was asked at the last session, he 
exhibited his engine in this city to everybody. A 
| committee of Congress was appointed to go and 
examine it, and upon the report of that committee 
| $20,000 was appropriated. Since that time he has 
| carried on his experiments under the supervision 
| of the Secretary of the Navy, so that everything 
| he has been doing since that time has been sub- 
| jected to the eye of authority, and, that authority 
| an officer of the Government. Besides that, he has 
on all occasions submitted his experiments to the 
| examination of every member of Congress who 
might choose to go and look at them. He has 
therefore brought forward his invention in a way 
to claim the highest sanction that could be claimed 
| for it. With respect to future appropriations, the 
| amendment itself is distinct and specific. What 
| is now asked is, to try the experiment upon a scale 
| commensurate with some of the great purposes of 
| life. The $40,000 is to prepare a vessel and apply 
that power to it, and run it, if it can be run, 80 as 
| to decide the question. And I think the magni- 
tude of the object requires that it should be placed 
beyond a doubt one way or the other. 
r. DICKINSON. I rise to state a fact, and to 





be diverting us fr8m our legitimate course; and 
surely, too, the whole matter is in direct violation 


from the reservoirs on the Ohio; but the thirst of | 


ask a vote on this question. I have just received 
a letter from one of an constituents in New York, 
whose character is well vouched for, asking me to 
endeavor to get an appropriation for him for ex- 
periments in a valuable invention and discovery he 

|| has made in regard to _stgam engines. He cites 

|| the fact that Professor Page received an appropria- 
tion of $20,000 last year, as a precedent for the 
appropriation which he asks to be made to him- 
self. 


Mr. FOOTE. After what my colleague has, 


said, I deem it unnecessary to go elaborately into 
this subject. I certainly concur with him in every- 
thing he has said, both as regards the impolicy of 
this appropriation, and the merits of one of our 
constituents, of whom he has spoken co favorably. 
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1 mast say, also, that, although I voted for the 1 tee on the Library to offer an amendment, to come 


former appropriation for this pur , | have been 
diseatinfied with myself ever os for L think it 
was the most wasteful expenditure of public money 
in a small way thia Government has ever prac- 
tised within my recojlection; and a repetition of the 
act would be marked with exceeding folly and in- 
Seiten I therefore cannot vote for this amend- 
ment. 


in at the 53d line 3d page, as follows: 
“ Por the purehase of books for the library of the Treas- 


| ury Department, #1,000; for the purchas» of a library, to be 
| preserved in the Executive Mansion, $2,000; and the Joint 


Committee on_the Library of Congress are hereby author- 


|| ized to supply’ the said libraries with any duplica’es of pub- 
|| lie documents which can be spared from the public collec- 


heard Professor Page lecture twice, and | 


I do not wish to call in question his ability and | 
capacity as a lecturer, a man of science, or asa | 


entleman. 


I heard him when he lectured in the | 


earing of the committee, and | heard him only a | 


few weeks ago, and my own opinion is, that he is 


not much better informed on the subject now than he | 


was @ yearortwoago. At any rate, I listened to 
his last leeture with less interest and no more edi- 
fication than | did to his first; and during the whole 


of that lectare I was lamenting that I had ever | 
concurred in an appropriation of money to enable | 
him to indulge in a course of experiments which 


seem to attract the admiration of some gentlemen 
in so especial a manner. 

I do trust that the Senate will not again throw 
away any Of the public money in that manner. We 
had an ‘understanding a few weeks ago that all our 
past follies in this line were hereafter to be avoided; 
and, although we had been hitherto extravagant 
in the publication of books, maps, &c., that here- 
afier it is our design to reform ourselves in that 
respect, and to avoid the unnecessary waste of 


the public money which had heretofore been prac- | 
f y os agonal at || Offices to obtain the books to which they must from 


ticed, 
Mr. GWIN. 
member of the other House, some eight years ago, 


I recollect that when I was a | 


a proposition was brought up to give to-Professor | 
Morse $30,000 to make experiments in his electro- | 
magnetic telegraph; and we heard then just about | 

as ae J || wish to have inserted after the 801st line: 


the same train of remark in opposition to it as has 
been indulged in by the Senator from Mississippi 
on this occasion, It has proved, however, to be 
one of the most valuable and important discoveries 


of the age, and one which | believe would not || 


have been put in operation for years had the Gov- 


tions in the Library of Congress or elsewhere.”’ 


I beg leave to state very briefly the reasons for | 


this amendment. The Treasury Department has 
already a library, although until recently it was 
not organized, and no person was engaged to take 
charge of it. It includes many books which are 
unfit to be there, and there are many deficiencies 
which should be supplied. Many of the sets of 
law books and public documents there are also im- 
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perfect, and there are wanted works on statistics, | 
such as ought to be there for the information of the 


head of the department. The present Secretary is 
one not disposed to appropriate money for the pur- 
chase of books which, although quite proper fora 
general library, would be wholly unfit for such a 
library as the department requires. 


and to purchase such books of statistics as will be || 


serviceable and valuable to the department. 

With regard to the Executive Mansion, not a 
book, not even a Bible, has been furnished it by 
the Government. And when the President holds 


a Cabinet council, there is not even a volume of | 
the laws.there to which reference can be had, and || 
the members of it are obliged to run round to their || 


| necessity be obliged to resort in aid of their con- 


sultations, I hope, therefore, there will be no ob- 
jection to the amendment. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. PEARCE. 


“ For the relief of Stephen N. Weams, late consul of the 


|| passage home, $] ,200, to be expended under the direction of 


ernment not then assisted him. Therefore, with | 
this example before me, I shall vote for the small | 


appropriation which is here proposed. 


allow me to say that he cannot draw any analogy | 


between the present case and the gne to which he 
alludes, unless he is prepared to say that he has 
good reason to believe, from some scrutiny he has 
made, that a similar success will be arrived at in 
this instance as in the other. 
doubts entertained then, and that I understand to 
be the only circumstance, in the estimation of my 
friend from California, which authorizes the least 
appearance of analogy. in the two cases. Then, 
according to my friend’ 


ments, in regard to the successful issue of which 
there are great doubts, and he will feel bound to 


's rule of action, all that is | 
necessary is to propose any subject for experi- | 


| the production of cochineal. 


the State Department.” 


This is a peculiar case, which I will briefly || 
This gentleman was ap- | 


state to the Senate. ! 
pointed a consul at Guatemala, in 1839, where he 
has remained ever since. 


of the rebels broke into his house and destroye 

or very much damaged, all the remaining prop- 
erty he had, which was a plantation devoted to 
He was obliged, 
therefore, being thus despoiled, to sell his planta- 


| tion for what he could get, which was barely suf- 


There were great | 


| from the correspondence of the State and 


| of State has requested the Secretary of the Navy || 


vote for the appropriation, because, perchance, it | 


may result as in the instance of Professor Morse. 
1 wish to have some probable reason, at least, for 


voting away the public money, and I have heard | 


no good reason given yet for this appropriation. 

[ have asserted, certainly with great sincerity, 
that, from the examination I have given to this 
matter during the last twelve months, and from 
hearing two of Professor Page’s lectures, one more 
than a year ago,and the other more recently, 
(neither of which my friend from California could 
have heard,) I have 


country; and I believe this appropriation will be 
attended with like results precisely. 1 consider it 
a very bad precedent; and, indeed, I wish we had 


never thrown away any of the public money here- | 


tofore in the publication of books, maps, &c. 
am sorry that the example was ever set, and I am 


sorry that it was ever followed up so unwisely and | 
I am very glad that sundry 


so extravagantly. 
efforta have already been made to reform us in that 
particular; and, as consistent men, who wish to 
act on this great principle of frugatity, which has 
20 suddeniy beamed on the understanding of some 
«Senators, 
little more consistency than is apparent in their 
present conduct. 


The amendment was rejected. 


come satisfied that the ori- | 
ginal appropriation was wholly improper and un- | 
wise, and has resulted in no advantage to the || 


ficient to pay his debts, and he is there now, dea- 


titute, with no means to enable him to return to | 


the United States. This. depredation was not 
made by the Government troops, but it appears 
avy 
Departments that the rebels took the property, 
and afterwards the Government troops took it 
and divided it among themselves. The Secretary 


to furnish a passage home for this gentleman, in 


| some national vessel, but he is unable to get 





! 


i} 
| 
| 


must regret that they do not exhibit a | 


| vice of the 


| away to any port on the Pacificor the Atlantic 


coast, and he must remain in something worse 


|| than durance vile, unless Government shall fur- 


nish him the means of getting away. As he was 
a public functionary, and as his case is a very pe- 
culiar one, and one of great hardship, | hope the 
Senate will not refuse to make this small appro- 
priation of $1,200. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TURNEY. I wish to offer an amendment, 
to come in after line 267: 


“That the assistant messengers, laborers, and packers 
of the General Land Office shall, from and after the Ist of 


i July, 1850, receive at the rate of $500 per annum for their 
| services.”’ 


These officers now receive $350 or $400 a year. 
They are not enabled to live and support their 


| families upon that sum. They are poor and wor- 


thy persons, and render important service, re- 
ceiving less, perhaps, than any persons in the ser- 
overnment., I think such a compen- 


| sation should be allowed them as will enable them 


to support and educate their families. 

Mr. EWING. I hope the amendment will be 
adopted. I am satisfied that the pay of these la- 
boring men is too small. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I wish to say that that sub- 
ject came only partially under the notice of the 
committee; but | was satisfied that these men were 


Mr. PEARCE. | am directed by the Commit- || not all of them adequately paid. The difficulty of 


| 
| 


| 


He merely |) 
desires to complete the sets of books already there, | 


I have an amendment that I || trian statue to General Andrew Jackson, and to 





Recently, during the || 
|| revolutionary struggles in that country, a party 
Mr. FOOTE. My friend from California will ’ 








| Mr. TURNEY. This amendment 


| ator from Wisconsin should go into s 


| United States at Guatemala, and to enable him to procure a |] something of the kind 


* 





Sept. 23, 


making the allowances relatively just in all .. 
was one great reason why the committee dij." 
| change the present salaries. 1 do not think . 
amount proposed is too high; but I would pref 
that the matter should be left till a scale aes 
_ adopted which will be more applicable. 
| not, however, oppose the amendment. 
ALKER, I wish to add, in 





be 
I will 

Mr. W 
place in that amendment, the words, « 
| watchmen of the various departments.” 


& proper 
‘and the 


relates only 
of the Sey. 
| provision. ome general 
| Mr. WALKER. I will withdraw th 

ment. 

The question was then taken on th 

_ ment, and it was adopted. 
* Mr. CLARKE. I wish to offer a small amend. 
ment to come in at line 169: ~ 

on 2 ro ugh ; 
| dence, in the State of Rhode Island, @1,00)2> 0 P™%- 
I hold in my hand a letter froin the coll 
| there, which I will read. a 
Mr. DICKINSON. Oh, no, there will be no 


| to the Land Office. The amendment 


© amend. 


© amend. 





|| objection to that appropriation. 


he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLARKE. I have another amendmen:: 

‘For improving the grounds of Lafayetté Square, and 
fencing the same, $3,000, to be expended under the direction 
| of the President of the United States.” 

It is well known to every gentleman who is ac. 
quainted with the condition of that square that jt 
requires some improvement. The fence is in q 
bad condition. The ground is like acow pasture 
and should be improved in some way. It is the 
| purpose of an association here to erect an eques- 


| place it in that square; and it is necessary that 
propaees by this amend. 
ment should be done. he Committee on Public 
| Buildings have assented to the proposition. . 
Mr. DICKINSON. I do not wish to oppose 
this amendment, but I wish to say that | am will- 
| ing to move the dirt once a year, and take it to a 
different place, and the next year to move it again; 
but I am not willing to move it twice a year. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. HUNTER. Iam requested by the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings to offer the following 
amendment: 

« For the compensation of a clerk for the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, $800.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. lam also instructed by the 
Committee on Public Buildings to offer the follow- 
ing amendment, to come in at line 1147: 

** And for defraying such expenses as may have been in- 
curred by materials procured or labor applied towards the 
west wing, prior to the 15th of May last, and for such mate- 
| rials or labor as may have been since procured or applied for 
the security of the old building.’’ 

An appropriation of $110,000 was made in the 
deficiency bill for the erection of the eastern wing 
of the Patent Office. It is now proposed to appro- 
| priate a small sum in addition to that, to be applied 
| to keeping up the foundation of the main building 
on the west wing. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I do not object to that part 
which goes to pay for a debt actually incurred. | 
do not know of any use to which this wing is to be 

ut. It was put there without any authority of 

aw, and the Commissioner of Patents said it was 








of no use for the purposes of that building. Now 


this is to be applied to hold the other building up, 
and it is the first use that I have ever heard of ils 
being put to. If the amendment is so drawn as to 
g no further than to be applied to holding the 
ilding up, | will withdraw my objection. 
Mr. HUNTER. 1 will inform the Senator from 
New York that it is so drawn as to be applied to 
that only. - 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STURGEON. I have an amendment, 
which I wish to insert at the end of line 157: 

“ And for additional compensation to the messenger of 
said Solicitor, (of the Treasury ,) $200.” 

I would state that the messenger 
ceives $200 less than any messenger about the de- 
partment. It is only bringing up his salary equal 
to yan of or other messengers, making it $700. 

ame was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. IT move to strike out the 

following item: 


in this case re- 
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"ys the Secretary of the Interior to take a per- |} ¢j : : ' . . 
sehr mend the United Seates from the city of Uuiee, per. || tion. The amount of interest will be lessthan | -Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to state a fact in 
Ky 


e Kae of taxes Or. other charges of any sort, so many the annual rent now paid, and I can conceive of | reply to the Senator from New York. The clerk’s 
vom i the City Hall in said city, about to be erected, as nothing more safe than a perpetual lease, because } office of the Federal court of my State is kept ia a 


sary for the proper accommodation of the |! such arrangements are made as to h fire- f || litel ildi 

may be necessary . Pro tion of ch ge © have fire-proof | little building not worth §500. If We are to pro- 
oe tes district and circuit courts, holden in said cit : ;  ?P 
(ae tn ore, $12,000: Previded, That no part of me buildings for all the papers, and they will be safe | vide offices for clerks of the Federal courts in the 


we ypiation shail be paid until it shall be certified by the from fire and robbery. It is not long since, in the | State of New York, we must provide them in every 
jastices of said circuit court that the said rooms are provi- || City of New York, very important papers con- other State. The objection to this amendment is, 
ied and the said lease made. nected with a criminal prosecution were stolen and | that it would be showin a partiality to the State 

Allow me to say to the Senate, that from the || carried away, to the great detriment of the public | of New York, and that it is violative of the vote 
otes taken the other day, we refused to make || interest and public justice, which was taken on this subject the other day. It 
sppropriations for the erection of court-houses. Mr. SEWARD. I wish to say a word with is also objected, and very properly, that it is a 
This is a very large and important subject, and I || regard to this amendment, because perhaps [ may _ large subject, and that we ought not to enter upoa 
hink that when we are upon it, we should em- || be expected to do so. The laws of the United | it by giving these little appropriations. 
brace in our action all the States in this Union. || Statea require that the office of the clerk for the Mr.GWIN. {do not know whether the Gov- 
in my State we furnish court-rooms for the United || northern district of New York shall be kept at | ernment has made any appropriations for the build- 
Stes without compensation. [tis done elsewhere, || Utica. It is kept in a chamber over a merchant’s | ing of court-houses in the State of Mississippi 
wd [think the subject is of such magnitude that |} store-room, in a block of buildings in the commer- | either by enabling them to build city halls, or to 
when we act upon it we should apply the same || cial part of the city, where it is much exposed to lease rooms in buildings, but [ have a very strong 
rule to all the States in the Union. I hope, there- || danger from fires. [t is rept there, because it is | impression that appropriations have been made 
fore, considering the votes that the Senate has || economical to take an upper room, thus situated, | for that purpose, i think that this isa very proper 
siready given, that we will not commence this sys- || instead of a separate building. And for that ac- || amendment. 
tem bY piecemeal, by retaining this provision in || commodation the United States have, ever since || Mr. FOOTE. Iam not perfectly cognizant of 
the bill; but that we shall strike it out, and let || the clerk’s office was established, paid rent under || the matter referred to by the Senator cas Cali- 
New York and all the States rest upon the same || a lease. The simple question in this case is, | fornia, although | have occupied a position which 
pasig till we act upon some general system. whether there is gain in substituting a perpetual || might have enabled me to know all about this mat- 

ih DICKINSON. This clause is as it came |) lease, by paying a sum as a principal, the interest | ter. My opinion is that the people of the city of 
from the House of Representatives. lt was placed |; of which would amount to what is now paid year |, Jackson were erecting a City Hall,and that when it 
there upon due consideration, and I hope it will || by year for rent for the ase of buildings less || was nearly completed they required a small appro- 
not be stricken out. Ido not desire to ask for || secure, and with less perfect accommodations than || priation to enable them to finish it. Some propo- 
New York the application of a rule different from || we may obtain by this appropriation. I think || sition was made to the Government here, in some 
that which is applied to other States or places || this case justifies the proposed appropriation. form, for an appropriation, with the understanding 
where the same amount of business is done re- || Mr. BRIGHT. The section of the bill pro- || that if this amount should be paid the Govern- 
quiring such accommodations for the courts of the || posed to be stricken out, is couched in a little dif- | ment should be allowed the use of one of the rooms 
Unifed States. This is an appropriation for a per- || ferent language from the two amendments which | in the hall in which to hold its courts, Some ar- 
manent lease of a court-room. tica is one of the || were offered on Saturday last, and which were vo- || rangement of that sort was made, but I do not 
most important places in the State of New York. || ted down by a decided majority. The principle, || think it was in the nature of « perpetual lease. On 
[tis well known that in that great commercial || however, is decidedly the same. This amend- || this question, however, | feel bound to say that I 
State, with an extensive frontier and long line of | ment asks for an appropriation of $12,000 for the | would rather vote to appropriate money for the 
custom-houses, there is a great deal of business in '| purchase of a perpetual lease. One amendment | erection of suitable buildings in which to hold the 
the United States courts. This is a very import- }/ which was offered on Saturday asked for an ap- | courts of the United States than to enter into con- 
ant point, and as the appropriation has been in- | propriation of $15,000 to be applied to the build- || tracts for perpetual leases. On principles of econ- 
serted in the bill 1 hope it will be retained. I do’) ing of a court-house in the city of Montgomery, || omy I think the first mentioned policy is decidedly 
not wish to ask for New York more than for other ) Alabama. They are exactly the same in princi- || the most preferable. 

States similarly situated. We are making appro- || ple, although somewhat different in their phrase- The question was then taken on the motion to 
priations for custom-houses and court-rooms in || ology. Now, [ can fully appreciate all the objec- || strike out the clause, aad a division being called 
other States, and I see no reason why this should |; tions which have been urged against having the | for, there were ayes 25, hoes 14. 

not be retained in this bill. public archives in the possession of private indi- So the motion to strike out was adopted. 

Mr. EWLNG. It appears that the city of Utica || viduals, and in private houses. [ admit that it is | Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to amend the 
is about building a City Hall and offers to accom- | a great inconvenience, and [| could wish the evil to || item ** For supplies of deficiencies in the fund for 
modate the United States perpetually on having || be remedied. But if gentlemen propose to reme- || the relief of sick seamen, including the furnishing 
this appropriation made. This is the cheapest pos- | dy it by the purchase of perpetual leases, and by || of five new marine hospitals now building, viz: 
sible mode in which the United States can be ac- || incurring the expense of erecting buildings for || Paducah, Kentucky; Chicago, Ilinois; Natchez, 
commodated with rooms of this kind. ‘They will || court-houses wherever a Federal court is held, [ |; Mississippi; Napoleon, Arkansas; St. Louis, Mis- 
have aot only court-rooms, but all other necessary || think they will find that it cannot be done. Gen- || souri, $200,000;” by adding, “ For the relief and 
rooms, and they will have fire-proof offices for the | tlemen may rely upon it, however, that whenever | protection of mariners and boatmen on the Weat- 
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security of the papers, custom-house bonds, and || an appropriation is made for the purchase of a | ern waters, to be disbursed under the direction of 
all other papers necessary to be secared for the || perpetual lease in the State of New York for such |, the Secretary of the’Treasury, $10,000.” 
benefit of the United States. An appropriation of || a purp@pe, a similar claim will come from every I wish to state to the Senate some facts in re- 
State of the Union, and be pressed here upon this | gard to this subject. | have read the clause which 
precedent. And so it ought to be. If the great || shows that the deficiencies are considerable, and 
and wealthy State of New York is entitled to have | they’ are here blended in an appropriation of 
an appropriation of this sort, with how much more || $200,000, to supply these marine hospitals, [ 
| propriety may the Western States, which are || went the other day tothe Treasury Department to 
young, and comparatively poor, ask for similar | obtain this information. | find that the receipts 

appropriations. As I said on Saturday, 1am op- || for the hospital at New Orleans amount to 
posed to the principle én toto; but if it is to become | $7,045 20, and the expenditures to $22,295 87. 
| a precedent in regard to any State of the Union, | || The amount of receipts at Vicksburg, Nashville, 
can present as strong reasons in favor of my State || St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, and 
not undertake the building of court-houses for the || as can be presented in favor of any other. Gen- || Wheeling, are $7,337 50, and the expenditures at 
accommodation of the United States. Now, it || tlemen urge that we are paying rents for buildings | these ports are the same in each as the receipts, 
strikes me that this arrangement for a perpetual || in which to hold our courts, and for offices in | while at New Orleans the excess of expenditures 
lease is another, and to my judgment, an objec- || which to lodge the public papers. If the owners || over the receipts is $19,250 67. These places, ex- 
tionable form of making a purchase. I would a || of buildings in New York that are used for these || clusive of New Orleans, are all ports of delivery 

eat deal rather, if we do it at all, that the United | purposes, are getting rents, they fare infinitely || along the river. In reference to these ports, the 


this small amount now will procure better accom- | 
modations than can be procured for double or per- 
haps treble the amount a few years hence. 

Mr. BADGER. I feel reluctantly compelled to 
vote for this motion of my friend from Kentucky. 
lunderstood the Senate to decide the other day, 
upon an application made by the Senator from 
Alabama for an appropriation of $15,000 for the | 
erection of a court-house for the use of the United | 
States in Montgomery, Alabama, that they would 








tates should build the court-houses which these | better than they do in my State. I am opposed || authorities here have limited the expenditures pre- 
Officers are to use, than to enter into any arrange- || to this amendment, and shall vote against it. || cisely to the amount of the receipts. Now, air, 
ment by which we are to lease perpetually any Mr. DOWNS. lam glad that this amendment || my information, which will be sustained by every 
building erected by State authority. And permit || has been offered, because the objections to: it are || Western man who has paid any attention to the 
precisely in accordance with the opinions I have || subject, is, that this limitation of these appropri- 
expreesed in relation to similar applications in be- | ations to the mere receipts does not make any~ 
half of the States of Louisiana and Missourj. | || thing like an adequate provision for the sick and 
am not going again into the discussion of this || disabled seamen updn our Western boats. My 
question, but simply wish to make asingleremark || object is to appropriate ten thousand dollars in 
are elsewhere furnished without this expense. in reply toa remark made by the Senator from || aid of this fund of $200,000 to provide for thet 
see no reason for this discrimination, or why we || New York. This question has been before the | suffering class of our w-citizens who are en- 
should refuse $15,000 to Montgomery and : Committee on the Judiciary, and after full exam- || gaged in commercial pursuits on our Western 


me to say, that I think the fact that Utica is a rich 
and flourishing and advancing town in the great- 
estand richest State in the Union, an additional 
reason why the United States should not be re- 
quired to pay for these accommodations, which 


$12,000 to Utica to get a perpetual lease. ination has been rejected two or three times over, || waters, in steamboats, and registered or licensed 

Mr. DICKINSON. fr wish to say that the || and reports made to the effect that the United || vessels. 
clerk’s office of the Northern District of New || States were not in the habit of paying rent for | Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator from Ken- 
York is in the city of Utica, and [ think the Sen- || clerks’ offices, and that they would not allow such || tucky will accept of an amendment which | pro-+ 
ator will hardly find a place where the business || a . A clerk of one of the courts of the Fed- || pose to offer to his amendment. It is to add after 
of the court is 80 as in that district. All the || eral Government made such an application, and || the ‘* Western waters” the words “ Pacific 
papers eee. t district are kept pa the committee were unanimously of opinion that coast,” and to increase the sum from “ ten’’ to 
manently, and been ever since my reco 


t such charge ought not to be allowed. “fifty” thousand dollars. If he will do so { will 


































































































te ee: 


bid for the amendment with pleasure. There is 


@ very great amount of suffering at San Francisco 
and in other ports of California for want of pro- 
virion being made for those engaged in naval 
duties; and I wish thai an addition may be made 
to the sum which the Senator asks for, in order 
that the Secretary of the Treasury may make a 
like provision there, that we may have a marine 
hogpital built. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I think the object isa 
very laudable one, and I will vote for it if the Sen- 
ator will draw > & separate amendment, and ask 
for twenty or thirty thousand dollars, to be ex- 
oe by the Secretary of the Treasury. The 

nator can offer such an amendment separately, 
to come in immediately after this, and I will vote 
for it with pleasure. 

Mr.GWIN, Then! will withdraw my amend- 
merit to the amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and wili afterwards ask for thirty thousand 
dollars for California. 

Mr DICKINSON, I regret very much to op- 
pose anything which may be necessary for the 
relief of persons in a situation of suffering, either 
upon the waters of the Pacific coast or on those of 
the Mississippi valley. We ought, however, to | 
act cautiously in thig matter. We ought to have 
the best information upon the subject that we can 
obtain: and when we have obtained it, and agree 
to appropriate a sum for the purpose mentioned | 
in this amendment, we ought carefully to guard it, | 
so that it may be properly disbursed. I can only 
request, that if more money than is now appro- 
priated for these purposes is deemed necessary by 
the Senate, they will take a little care to see that 
the money would be applied to che objects for 
which they design it. Now, | fear that if we make 
an appropriation of this sort, on our present hasty 
impulses, without the matter having undergone 
investigation by any committee, we might put the 
appropriation in such a shape as maale preverit it 
being properly applied. 

Mr. GWIN, The Secretary of the Treasury 
has recommended most earnestly that such an ap- 
propriation be made. He has done so in a com- | 
munication which has been laid before this body; | 
and the special agent sent to California for this | 
purpose urges the importance of an appropriation 
of this kind. He says that it is of the utmost im- 
portance to have something done, for the seamen 
there are suffering very much for want of such 
accommodation. 

Mr, DAVIS, of Massachusetts. | would like 
ks ask the Senator from California if that letter is 

ere? 

Mr. GWIN. Itis. 

Mr. DAVIS. What sum does he recommend: | 
Mr.GWIN. He does not recommend any par- 
ticular sum. He recommends that a marine hos- 
pital be provided, and that the amount neceszary | 
for it should be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. DAVIS. I am very sorry that that sub- 





















ject has not undergone a previous examination. 
t will be remembered by the Senate that the law 
provides that every seaman in the civil marine of | 
the United States is to pay twenty cents per month 
into the Treasury of the United States, which is 


generally been supported out of that fund. That 
18 taken and transferred to those points where the 
money is wanted. Hence it is found, as stated by 


called ‘‘ hospital money;”’ and the hospitals have | 
} 
| 


the Senator from Kentucky, that a larger sum is | 


expended in New Orleans than is collected there. 


That is explained by the fact that there is less ex- | 
‘nded probably than is collected in Boston, New | 


r 


ork, and Philadelphia. But every seaman is in- 
terested in this matter in New Orleans, for they 
are exactly the men that want the provision made 
for them there. ‘That is true, also, with regard to 
California, Our seamen must go there, and if 
there is not an adequate provision made, if there 
be not enough of the funds transferred there to 
furnish a reasonable support, there ought to be 
some provision made forMem. If the Secretary 
of the Treasury understands the facts well enough 
to have recommended it, | will ¥ote for a reasona- 
ble sum. 1 think the sum mentioned by the Sen- 

tor from California is large, but I will still vote 
for a sum which may be sufficient, With regard 
to the interior waters of the Mississippi, and trib- 
ulary streama, the same Jaw applies as to the 
sources from which they get their collections. 
But the Senator from Kentucky says these are ‘n- 
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adequate. 1 suppose the fund is not transferred— 
this is conjecture—from the Atlantic to these 


waters, because the sailors who contribute to the 
fund from the Atlantic never go into those waters. 


places named the Senator from Kentucky, 
would be giving it for the benefit of another set of 
sailors or boatmen who have no connection with 
them. Those who contribute the money ought to 
receive the benefit of it, and therefore it is not ap- 
propriated in those places. And I think if a con- 
tribution is made from the Treasury, it should be 
limited in ites application te those who pay the 
monthly allowance as an inducement to them to 
pay. . : ‘ 

The seamen contribute this money with great 
cheerfulness, and without a single complaint, be- 
cause they know that when sick they will reap the 
benefit of the care to be, obtained in an hospital. 
The distribution of the fund, therefore, ought to be 
limited to the benefit of those who contribute it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I beg my friend from 
California to fill the blank in the amendment that I 
read, and then offer it as a separate proposition: 

“* For the relief and protection of mariners on the Pacific 
coast , to be disbursed under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury.” 

1 wish to say one word. As the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has said, the amount to be expended 
for our boatmen is limited to the amount that they 
pay, and thereby they are excluded from all par- 
ticipation in the fund contributed by the seamen 
from the salt water. They have made that dis- 
tinction in the distribution of the fund, and in con- 
sequence, to my own knowledge, many of the 
men engaged in navigating our waters are inad- 
equately provided for. 1 have seen them turned 
loose when sick where they had not the benefit of 
these hospitals, and they were compelled to resort 
to private charity or die. That state of things 
ought not to exist. We have in this bill an ap- 
propriation for deficiencies. These deficiencies 
will occur, and my object is to provide the ten 
thousand dollars, so as to enable the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make some provision for these 
men who will not be otherwise adequately provi- 
ded for. If there are none to be provided for, of 
course the money will not be expended. It is an 
amendment, therefore, which will have its most 
beneficial operation in providing for the wants and 
relieving the distresses of a worthy class of men. 
| first drew up this amendment for the relief of 
‘*mariners belonging to licensed and enrolled ves- 
sels,’’ but I finally struck that out and put in 
‘‘ mariners and boatmen.’’ And | wanted to leave 
it discretionary with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to say whether the boatmen nav igang the 
Mississippi, and going down to New Orleans in 
flat boats, and occasionally returning in. licensed 
vessels, should have the benefit of these marine 
hospitals when they become sick. But I did not 


Therefore, to aor money here at the | 
y 





|| insert the words “belonging to licensed and en- 


rolled vessels.’’ If the gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts wishes, he can move to insert these words, 
but I hope it will be voted down. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not pro- 
pose to make the motion, but | wish to say a 
word by way of explanation. Our fishermen have 
always been excluded from these hospitals; even 
those who go on long whaling voyages were 
obliged to take care of themaelves, because they 
did not contribute to this fund until they came 
forward and asked the privilege of Congress of 
having the tax imposed on thent. When the hos- 
pital law was extended to the western waters, I be- 
lieve the gentleman from Kentucky was not in the 
Senate; but gentlemen from the West opposed ma- 
king boatmen pay this tax, on the ground that it 
was a great inconvenience; that they make short 
voyages, and could take care of themselves. This 
showed an inclination to shun the tax if they 
could. The great policy is to make them willing 
to pay.it by showing them the benefits to be de- 
rived from it, They are generally a poor class of 
persons, and this is all the t:x on their wages, and 
you ought to keep up the motive to contribute to 
the fund, so as to make it as lange as possible. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Those who navigate our 
** flat boats,’’ as they are called, are upon the 
waters some six or seven or eight weeks at most. 
These men, therefore, enter for a short period of 
time, and they do not pay hospital money because 
the time is so short. But those persons who enter 


as boatmen, or as firemen, or hands upon the 











pt. 23, 
————— 
steamboats, pay hospital becau 
hands on board of -veanche which = Sea 
gistered and enrolled.’’ Our returns show all ther 
Now, the way that I have proposed the ame a 
ment is, that if any of these persons, sieeies . 
upon these flat boats for six or eight weeks, sho ia 
become sick, they may have the benefit of the 
hospital provisions. These flat-boat men are _ 
erally healthy young men, but are also, as 
eral thing, poor men. They sometimes at = 
sick, though not very often; and when the 7: 
take sick, they need the assistance of these tng 
pital provisions. Now, as there are not a srea, 
many of these men needing assistance, | wieh the 
Senate not to make any distinction. . 
one creer Mr. Presiderit—— 
veral Senators. ‘* Oh vote, vote, vote: 
the question !” ee A 
Mr. BRIGHT. If everybody is for it, 
nothing to say. There is a great deal of 
in the suggestion of the Senator from 
and the only objection to the appropriation is that 
itis too small. I think itonght to be doubled 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am sorry the 
Senator from Indiana did not proceed with the re 
marks he was about to make. I hope he wii pro- 
ceed. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I was going to remark that 
there is great propriety and justice in this propo. 
sition. Ihe remarks of the Senator from Massa. 
chusetts [Mr. Davis] are not applicable to men 
navigating the western waters. They are, it is 
true, perfectly applicable to men who navigate the 
seas; but on these western waters we have men 
who run a class of boats which are not registered, 
and which do not come within the provisions of 
the law—a class of men who are as much entitled 
to enjoy the. provisions of the law as those who 
run in registered vessels. There are men who run 
on these waters, and make it their business to 
learn the channels of the stream—men who never 
run cargoes of their own, but always for their 
neighbors, or those who may employ them, 
That class of men are liable to be taken sick as 
well as others; and. when they are taken sick, and 
away from home, | am sure there is not a Senator 
on this floor who will say that they are not enti- 
tled to come within the provisions of this law as 
well as hands that are engaged on boats that are 


T have 
ropriet 
entucky, 


agers 
ut the Senator is mistaken if he supposes that 
every vessel collects hospital fees from the hands. 
Many of them do, it is true; but I believe that the 
reat majority of them do not.’ They have a per- 
ect right to do it, but the majority of the boats 
pay the hands the price they agree to give them, 
and when the hands are settled with they are sel- 
dom called upon for hospital money. When a 
boat is called.upon for the fees of the ports, she 
pays them, and they are very frequently not 
charged to her crew. Hence the great propriety 
of the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Kentuck y—that that class of men, and the men 
who run boats not propelled by steam, should have 
the benefit of the provisions of the amendment. 
The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. ° 1 will now offer the amendment 
which I withdrew, to come in immediately after 
the amendment which has just been adopted: 

“ For the relief and protection of mariners in the State of 
California, twenty thousand dollars; to be disbursed under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Trea-ury.” 

It is unnecessary that | should make any re- 
marks in support of this amendment. | will 
therefore merely say, that in the report of the 
special art who was sent out to California a pro- 
vision of this sort is strongly urged. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WINTHROP. I offer the following amend- 
ment. After line 1044 insert: 

« To enabte the librarian of Con to subscribe for and 
purchase one thousand copies of works of John Adams, 
the second President of the United States, to be published 
by Little & Brown, in an edition of ten volumes: Provided, 
The cost does not exceed $2 25 per volume ; said volumes 
to be disposed of as Congress may hereafter direct.” 

1 am quite aware, Mr. President, that it may be 
thought somewhat adventurous to offer an amend- 
ment of this kind at a moment when it has beea 
so emphatically declared that the book policy has 
been ht to anend. I will take this occasion 
to say, , that this amendment would me 
been ry immediate predecessor upon 
floor, had he not-been called to perform other 
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-. eleewhere. | do not, therefore, feel at libert 
oak from offering it myself. I shall detais 
ie Senate but a very few minutes in regard to it. 

early Presidents of the United States, owing 

the fact that they were immediately and person- 
concerned in the civil and military affairs of 
Revolution, have sometimes been called the 
sRevolutionary Presidents.” There are five of 
«Revolutionary Presidents:”” Washington, 
John Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe. 
Xow, the works of Washington, Jefferson, Madi- 
on and Monroe—four out of five of these ** Rev- 
gutionary Presidents ”—all coming from one part 
of the country, all coming from a single State—and 
it is the highest honor to that State that she has 
included such a cluster of stars in herown sky—the | 
yorks of these four Virginia Presidents, I repeat, 
ave all been published by Congress, at an aggre- 
mie expense of $181,950. Congress has appro- 
nrigted for the works of Washington, $45,000, 
for those of Jefferson, $49,950; for those of Madi- 
gon, $67,000; and for those of Mr. Monroe, whose | 
writings have been purchased, but not yet pub- 
jished, $20,000. Now, I need not tell the Senate 
yhoJohn Adams was. He was the second Presi- | 
dent of the United States, -He was the first Vice 
President of the United States, and the first per- 
son who ever presided over this body. Sir, he was | 
morethan this. It was he who, in 1775, nomina- 
ed George Washington to be commander of all the 
armies raised and to be raised in defence of Ameri- 
can liberty. It was he, above all, who, in 1801, | 
nominated John Marshall to be Chief Justice of 
the United States of America. It was he of whom- 
Thomas Jefferson said, that ‘* he was the Colossus 
of Independence on the floor of the American 
Congress.” He was in public life from his earliest 
outh. I must cite a little extract from a letter of 
tis when he was only twenty years of age, which 
proves his extraordinary and prophetic sagacity in 


aly 


regard to the future destiny of his country. He | 
writes to a friend from Worcester, Massachusetts, | 


before he had entered, I believe, upon the study 
of law, under date of October 12, 1755—— 
Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) Before Brad- 
dock’s defeat. ; 
Mr. WINTHROP, (continuing.) As follows: 


“Soom after the Reformation a few people came over 
into this New World, for conscience sake. Perhaps this 


apparently trivial ivcident may transfer the great seat of | 


empire into America. It looks likely to me; tor, if we can 
remove the turbulent Gallics, our people, according to the 
exactest computation, will in another century become more 
numerous than England itself. Should this be the case, 
since we have, [ inay say, all the naval stores of the nation 
in our hands, it will be easy to obtain a mastery of the seas; 
and then the united force of all Europe will not he able to 
subdue us. The only way to keep us from setting up for 
ourselves is to disunite us.”’ 


He then goes on to say: 

“Re not surprised that [ am turned politician. This 
whole town is immersed in politics. The interests of na- 
tions, and all the dira of war, make the subject of every con- 
versation, I sit and hear, and after having been led through 
& maze of sage observations, I sometimes retire, and, layin 
things together, form some reflections pleasing to myself. 
The produce of one of these reveries you have read above.” 

Such was one of the extraordinary “ reveries”’ 
of John Adams as long ago as 1755—as the Sena- 
tor from Missouri has suggested, before Brad- 
dock's defeat—he being then a young man. of 
twenty yearsof age. That prophetic eageriey did 
not fail him at another period of his life. e all 
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1776—that Congress to which Lord Chatham paid 
so ppriking and memorable a compliment, when he 
said: 

« That, for himself, he must declare that he had studied 
and admired the free States of antiquity, the master States 


of the world, but that for solidity of reasoning, force of ea- | 


gacity, and wisdom of concinsion, no body of men could 
stand before the American Congress.” 

That was the remark of Lord Chatham. 
to apply it. John Adams was a member of this 
first Congress—of the three first Congresses, in- 
deed—that of Independence included. These 
Congresses sat with closed doors. There were 
no reporters in those days like those before us. 
And there are, at this moment, no reports 
whatever of their proceedings, except such as are 


|| found in these very papers which are the sub- || 


ject of the amendment | propose. John Adams, 


Colonies, and among them the Congress of Inde- 
pendence, as Mr. Madison did of the Conven- 
tion which framed the Constitution of the United 
States. Indeed, Mr. President, as the memorial 
which was presented here on this subject well 
eays, the larger portions of these papers are 
made up of materials of singular interest to the 
Government and people of the United States, 
** comprising, as they do, reports of the proceed- 


|| ‘ings of the Congresses of 1774, 1775, and 1776, 
‘in which the writer was a conspicuous actor, and re- | 
‘ ports of which exist nowhere e/se; and of a diary and | 
‘ autobiography from the year 1755 to the close of his 


‘ public life, never yet published; and of other works, 
* chiefly relating to our revolutionary history and the 
‘ formation of our Constitution.’’ 
much to add, that the history of John Adams is 


his public career. 
The memoriglists go or to state the facts which 


as the wisdom of Congress may decide. 
more words, I leave the subject tothe Senate. 


minds, no one denies. 


ing these dry financial questions 


in such a form as to enable it to be fully dis 
cussed. 
This amendment is thrown into an appropria 


session. 





remember another of these reveries in a letter to 
his wife, written on the very day on which the 
Declaration of Independence was adopted by Con- 
gress, when he expressed himself thus: 

“The day is passed. The 4th of July, 1776, will be a 
Memorable epoch in the history of America. I am apt to 
believe it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as 
the great anniversary festival. It ought to he commemora- 
‘ed as the day of deliverance, by solenm acts of devotion to 
Almighty God. It ought to be solemnized with pomps, 
shows, games, sports, guns, bells, boafires, and illumina- 


Hous, (rom one end of the continent to the other, from this 
Une forward forever.” 


Here was another illustration of that devoted 
attachment to American liberty—-of that undoubt- 
ing faith, I should rather say, in the great cause 
of American freedom, which inspired him with a 
sort of prophetic foresight of the future, and whi 
revealed to him * the substance of things hi 
for, and the evidence of things unseen.” 


But, Mr. President, I am detaining the Senate 
too long, We all know who John Adams was, 
and where he came from;and | only desire to adda 
r ord or (wo more on the precise subject before us. 

have said that he eg of the first 


jes, in 1774, 1775, and 


gress of the 


United 


lation; and the very fact that the honorable Sena 


tor from Massachusetts finds it a theme calculated | 


to excite the imagination and revive so many pa 


triotic recollections, shows that it is not a matter | 
that belongs to the intricacies and mathematical | 

It should be a | 
question for consideration by itself. Will the hon- || 
orable Senator inform me when that petition was 


calculations of a bill on finance. 


sent in? 


Mr. PEARCE. This petition was sent here 
last year, and has been re-presented this session. 


Now || 


with that habit of exactness and method which | 
belonged to him, kept a journal of the proceed. | 
ings of the three first Congresses of the United | 


It is hardly too | 


the civil history of this country for the period of | 


I have already stated as to the appropriations | 
made for the publication of the works of four out 

of the five first Presidents of the United States. | 
They state that the publication of works of this 
magnitude is too expensive for private enterprise; 
and they conclude by praying Congress to encour- | 
age them by a subscription fora thousand copies, to || 
be distributed among the States, or in such way | 
Without | 


Presidents, so far as I know, has hitherto been || 
done under the recommendation of Committees on | 
the Library, or other committees, and have been | 
examined and recommended by them; and the | 
question regarding them has come before Congress 


tion bill within ive days of the termination of the || 
It is a matter for very considerate legis- 
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| -igter to the wants of those nearest and dearest to 
those distinguished men while living; but no such 
|| case is presented here. This ia a wealthy family, 
| and this subject does not belong to this bili, and 
| henee I cannot vote for it, although I have the 
highest regard for the memory of that distinzusshed 
|| individual whose evlogy has been so beautifully 
pronounced by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PEARCE. The appropriations for the 
purchase of the Jefferson, Hamilton, Monroe, and 
Ee papers were all made in the appropriation 

il. 

Mr. BADGER. I was about to state that fact 
myself, in order to set the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Finance right in respect to his 
| statement, that these appropriations must be made 
|| ag separate measures. The motion to purchase 
| the papers of Mr. Monroe was made by a member 
from Virginia, and the motion to purchase those 
\| of Alexander Hamilton was made as an amend- 
ment by a member from Maryland. I think now 
it would be a very ungracious act to refuse to pur- 
| chase the papers of that distinguished individual, 
| Mr. Adams, with the same readiness and prompti- 
|, tude as has been heretofore shown in the purchase 
of the papers of those great men who were en- 
| gaged with him in the same great work of the 
| American Revolution. 

The question being taken, and a division called 
| for, there were—ayes 23, noes 20. 
S. the motion was agreed to, 


Mr. HAMLIN. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on Commerce to offer the following 
amendment to the bill: 


| For the purpose of testing the use and economy of the 
calcium light in some light-house, $5,000; to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury.” 





I will detain the Senate only to state that this 
|| matter underwent the investigation of the commit- 
|| tee, who examined all the matters connected with 
the subject while the light was being exhibiced 
from the dome of the Capitol. The evidence was 
| pretty clear that if the light could be applied, it 
| could be furnished for about one fourth of the pres- 
| ent cost. If that be the case, it is a matter of great 
| importance to the Government. 
Mr.CASS. It hasalready cost the Government 
a vast sum to make experimentsof this sort. Ifthe 
experiment is to be made, let the individual con- 
|| cerned in getting up the Jight make it at bis own 


Mr. DICKINSON. That John#Adams was ] expense, and when compreted, if satisfactory, let 
among the first patriots, andamong méh of the first | 
I have often taxed my 
imagination when the fourth of July has come 
round to deliver eulogies in favor of him and other | 
patriots of his day; and | may do so again if I do | 
not lose what little imagination | have in discuss- 
The purchase 
of papers which have been prepared by former | 


the Government make use of it, and pay for it. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Thisiscertainly 
a remarkably brilliant light, but it is substantially 
what is called the Drummond light. However, be- 
fore this appropriation is made, | would ask if a 
|| light-house is a proper place at which to try ex- 
| periments? At present | am not satisfied that this 
is a light thet can be made available for the pur- 
|| pose of a light-house. ‘T'rue, it may have been 
recommended, but we have had very strong rec- 
ommendations of what was called the rosin gax- 
light, which was thought to be so simple that it 
could be readily adapted to light-houses. lx was 
|| tried on the Delaware bay, and it seemed to fail 
| utterly when it was applied. In order to keep up 
the light it was necessary to have gasometers con- 
nected with the light-house to make the yas, and 
| there was so much machinery about it that « waa 
|| found better to substitute oil again to keep up the 
light. The Fifth Auditor states that he considers 
this light inapplicable to the purpose of a light- 
~ || house; and I repeat that if the experiment should 

be made it should not be in a light-house. 

Mr. SOULE. I hope the amendment will be 
suffered to pass. From the exhibitions we have 


|| had of that light, I think there can be no doubt as 
| to its efficiency, and of its superiority over the 
| tights which are now used in our ligh:-houses, 
|| The machinery connected with it, and which was 
|| exhibited to the Committee on Commerce seemed 


It has been before the Committee on the Library, || to be exceedingly simple, and will not require the 
| 


who have not come to any definite conclusion in 
regard to it; but they had come to a resolution so | 
far as this, that they would not recommend the | 
purchase of a thousand copies, nor exceeding five | 
I would recommend to the Senator 


hundred. 
from Massachusetts to adopt the latter number. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I do hot see an 
for Congress to have one si 


to place it in the library. é reason for the 


reason 
copy, unless it is 
ur- 
chase of the Hamilton, and Jefferson, and Mon- 
roe, “eee papers does not apply in this 
case. ose papers were by their sale to min- 


| attention ofany scientific man to adapt it to the uses 
for which it is intended. - The amount which the 
| amendment proposes is very trifling; and the re- 
| sults which may be produced by the experiment 
may be of great magnitude to the inte: ests of the 
country. 
| The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. COOPER. I wish to offer the following 
amendment, to come in after line 969: 


* That the name of the port § Presq1e I -le,’ at Erie, Penn 
xylvania, be changed to the name of ‘ Erie,” and that the 








collector of said port be required w issue new licenses to 
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all boats and vessels, conforming the same to the alteration 
fiereby made, and that the salary of the collector of snid port 





i< hereby placed on the same footing with that ofthe collector | 


of the port of Michilimackinac, in Michigan.” 

i presume there can be no objection to making 
this alteration. The port of Presque Isle was es- 
tablished long ago, perhaps about the period of 
the late war with Great Britain; and the rate of 
compensation was then fixed. At that time there 
was no trade upon the lakes, ornexttonone. The 
compensation has never been changed since that 
time. That amount now is, and has been for the 
last thirty-five years, fixed at the sum of three 
hundred and eighty dollars per annum. Lately it 
has become the paying port of the national marine, 
and the whole time of the collector there is em- 
ployed in the duties for a salary of three hundred 
and eighty dollars for his services. 





By making | 


the compensation the same as at Mackinac, on | 


Lake Michigan, he will receive eight hundred and 
forty dollars, that being the sum which the collector 
receives. This port is the most important next to 
those of Buffalo, Cleveland, and Chicago, upon the 
lakes, and the duties of a collector are greater than 
at any point on the lakes except at Buffalo. It is 
therefoxe reasonable and just that the compensa- 
tion should be made in some degree adequate to 
the labor performed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FOOTE I move to add the following item: 

** And for compensation of John P. Brown, Secretary and 
Dragowan of the Legation to Turkey, for his services, at 
different periods, as acting Chargé d’Affaires to that place, 
87,183 48, which shall be in full payment for all his claims 
for such services.” 

This amendment has received the double sanc- 
tion, the unanimous sanction, of the Committees 
on Foreign Relations of both Houses of Congress, 
and therefore it seems to me it ought not to be the 
subject of much debate. The amount is stated at 
the department, and I have a copy of it in my 
hand, upon which the committee based the amend- 
ment. 


may be read. 

Several Senators. Oh no. 
of it. 

Mr. FOOTE.. If there be no objection to the 
appropriation, T will not ask that the letter be read. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Let the letter be read; I 
want to hear what it is. 

The jetter was then read, as follows: 

; DeraRTMENT OF Stare, 
WasHINGTON, -Zugust 15, 1850. 
Dear Sin: In answer to your letter of yesterday, I have 


to state that Mr. Brown was placed by Commodore Porter 
int Charge of the Legation in Turkey, en the L6th April, 


There is no need 


1838, when the Commodore ieft Constantinople, on leave, | 


to visit the United States, and returned to his post about tne 
close of Juty, or the beginning of August, 1839. During this 
period Mr. Brown performed the dutivs of the Legation, as 
well as those of Dragoman, and corresponded regularly with 
Commodore Porter, by whom his dispatches were commu- 
nicated to the Department of State. 

Oommodore Porter died on the 3d of March, 1843, from 
which date, till the 14th January, (inelusive,) 1844, Mr. 
Browa corresponded with the Department, and discharged 
the diplomatic duties of the Legation. On the 15th of Jan- 
wary, b844, Mr. Carr entered on his duties as Minister, and 
subsequently, on the Sth August, 1845, quitted his post, on 
leave, when Mr. Brown again entered on the duties, and 
eontinued to discharge the same, until the returr of Mr. 
Carr, the exact date of which the records of the department 
do notshow. Mr. Carr voluntarily visited Syria, leaving 
Constantinople, it is believed, about 18th May, jag. At 
Beyroot Mr. Carr received his reeall, on the 28th July, 1849. 
During this absence of the Minister from Constantinople, 


supposed to have lasted about four months, Mr. Brown was, | 


as on former Oceasions, in charge Of the mission. 

Frova the date of Mr. Carr’s final departure from Con- 
stantinople, which from his last dispatch is inferred to have 
been on or about 18th October, 1849, antil the arrival of his 
successor, Mr, Marsh, on the 23d February, 1850, Mr. Brown 
was again in the diseharge of the diplomatic duties of the 
mission. The Department has no authority by law to de- 
cide, and has consequently never decided cases of this 
Kind, which belong entirely to the discretion of Congress, 
I may, hoveever, be permitted to bear testimony to the fidel- 
ity and abilities of Mr. Brown, in the performance of his 
duties. 

As it regards the circular to our representatives at foreign 
courts, to whiely i refer, [can only remark, that what- 
ever was its intention, the provisions it contains have never 
been enforced aguinat Ministers quitting their posts, with or 
without leave, in taver of such persons as may have dis- 
oan their duties in ; 2 are foes nee, 

am, sir, respectfully, your o ent servant 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Hon. James G. Kino, House of Re ves. 


Mr. FOOTE. The Senator from New York 
and others will perceive that the demand is based 
simply upon the difference of pay between the 


salaries of chargé and dragoman, for the period for 
which he served as chargé. 





4) 
| vices which did not belong to 





It has,as I stated, re- | 
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ceived the unanimous sanction of the committees 
| of the two Houses. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I desire to ask the chair- 


| man of the Committee on Foreign Relations wheth- 


| er this person was not paid as dragoman during all 


the time that he served ? 

Mr. FOOTE. He waspaid asdragoman. This 
amendment only proposes to pay him the differ- 
ence between the pay of dragoman and chargé 
d’affaires during the time that he served in the lat- 
ter capacity. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [have to say that our dip- 
lomatic relations with Turkey were very unimport- 


| ant, and probably consisted in doing very little 
| beyond merely staying there. 


A Senator. Yes, ** waiting orders.’’ 
Mr. DICKINSON. Lam quite sure that sim- 


ilar propositions have been rejected two or three | 


times since I have been in Congress. 
Mr. FOOTE. Hitherto this matter has never 
been before Congress, 


Mr. DICKINSON. I do not speak very confi- 


| dently on the subject, but it strikes me that the 
| same question has been considered before. At any 


j 
| 
| 


Here is also a letter from the Secretary of || 
State in support of the amendment, which I beg || 


rate, I see no reason for allowing thissum. The 


minister was absent for a time; this gentleman was | 


there as dragoman; his pay was going on all the 
time, and | doubt whether he eter am any ser- 
is ordinary duties. 


| If this precedent is set, we cannot see where it 


|| will end. The moment a minister turns his back, 
|| whether for a long or a short period, we shall have 
|| the inferior claiming the pay of the minister; and 


in that case we shall have our hands full of such 
like applications, and our Treasury empty. 

Mr. HALE. I would like to know when this 
charge was presented to any department? 

Mr. FOOTE. I understand that Mr. Brown 
never presented the charge in question till very re- 
cently. That I learn to be the fact from Mr. 


| Brown himself; and I believe I have also learned 
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it from others. 

As to the matter of “ precedent’’ spoken of by 
the Senator from New York, I believe there 
would be no novelty in the proceeding. There are 
various precedents already, according to which itis 
proposed that we should now act. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not believe that there is any 
abuse which the mind could conceive which has 
not existed under this Government, and this appli- 
cation is clearly made on the strength of former 
I hope this amendment will not be agreed 
to, and hat the proposition will receive its quietus. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 


Mr. SOULE. 


ment: 


« To aid in efecting a marine hospital at Shreveport, in | 
Louisiana, for the relief of disabled and sick mariners nav: | 


igating the waters of Red river and its tributaries, to be 


placed at the disposal of the municipal authorities of that | 
| place, fifteen thousand dollars.” 


This place is at the head of the navigation of the | 


waters of the Red river, at a distance of six hun- 
dred miles from New Orleans. It is the connect- 


ing link between Louisiana and Texas, and is a 


place at which many men who navigate the Red 
river resort. It has become a matter of great in- 
terest, and of imperative necessity of late, that pro- 
vision should be made for these mariners and boat- 
men. 
tributed the sum of fifteen thousand dollars for the 
purchase Of a lot in order to aid in the erection of 
a building for a marine hospital; but unless we 
give them the assistance which is asked for by 
this amendment, it may not be in their power to 
complete the building. I hope the Senate will not 
deem the amendment an improper or extravagant 
one, and that it will be adopted, 
Mr. HALE. I would like to ask the Senator 
who offers this amendment if this is one of the 
laces selected by the commission sent out by the 
ioeery Department to select suitable sites? I 
believe that the Treasury Department sent out 
such a commission some six years ago, and I 
would like to know whether this is one of the 
places which that commission selected ? 
Mr. SOULE. I cannot answer the question 
roposed by the honorable Senator from New 
ampshire; but I can say that, in all probability, 
this place at that time may not have been deemed 
an eligible place for such an object; for the city of 
Shreveport has increased so rapidly that, although 
at that time it may mot have been a proper place 


| 


I move the following amend- | 


The city of Shreveport has oe con- | 
° 


Sept. 23, 
for such a building, there is 


0 : . 
date it is a very eligible one. no doubt that at this 
poe CN lie moti 

y ent for such a pu as th; 
but I wish to call the attention of the Senat 7 
what we are doing. Government is ex eddie > 
|| liberal in making appropriations for this pur ey 
| and I submit that we ought not to go on mek 
| these appropriations unless they are recommended 
|| by committees or some of the departments Id 
| not by any means distrust the statement of he 
|| honorable Senator from Louisiana, or his ind : 
|| ment in regard to this being a suitable location ¢ ; 
|| a marine hospital; but! think we ought to roceed 
upon some given plan, and that we should not op. 
|| on making appropriations without recommenda. 
'| tions from committees or the. departments, who 
duty it is fully to investigate these matters, Tha 
question has not been before any committee that | 
| am aware of; and we cannot legislate understand. 
ingly upon questions coming here in this form 
This Executive Government making its estimates 
|| makes them by the departments which are go. 
|| quainted with this class of business; and we are 
|| compelled to place great reliance upon their judg. 
ment.in making these recommendations. These 
|| recommendations then go to the appropriate com. 
| mittees of both Houses of Congress, and are cop. 
sidered by them; but when amendments of this 
important character are thrown in here without the 
| ordinary consideration, we are too apt to vote 


from our sympathies than upon our mature jude. 
ment. [ am not willing, therefore, to vote for these 
amendments unless they come through the regular 
“channel. 
| Mr, SOULE. The considerations upon which 
|| the Senate is likely to act upon matters of this 
kind are things of such notoriety as not to require 
the necessity of specific recommendation on the part 
of the departments. In the present case, the me- 
morial was sent to this House, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. The committee con. 
sidered it, but they did not come to a conclusion 
|| whether a report was to be made or not. But the 
eer of the committee were entirely favor. 
|| abie. 
|| - ‘The press of business before the committee pre- 
vented them from attending to many matters which 
came before them; and any neglect to report on 
this question, considering their very numerous en- 
gagements, ought not to be taken as an argument 
for the Senate to refuse the appropriation asked 
for. I hope it will be granted, 
Mr. ATCHISON. | desire to offer an amend- 

ment to the amendment: 


“ And that a like sum be appropriated for a like purpose 
|| at St. Joseph, Missouri.” 


Mr. DICKINSON. I really do not know where 
gentlemen design to stop, It appears to me that 
| we are reversing the whole theory of our Govern- 
ment, as well as the ordinary practice in relation 
to appropriations. The Serlator says that this is 
a matter of public notoriety. It may be so in his 
| section of the country. But there are those resid- 
ing in other sections of the country who know no 
more about it than about what is going on in the 
moon. It has not come through the regular chao- 
nel, and I cannot vote for, it, especially now that 
we have another amendment attached to it by the 
honorable Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. ATCHISON. St. Joseph is one of the 
largest towns on the Missouri river, and the head 
of the trade on that stream. It isa post from 
which all the emigrants leave for California and 
Oregon. 1am astonished that the Senator from 
New York, who is chairman of the Committee on 
|| Finance, should not know this fact. Ani 

Mr. DOWNS... | wish to say that I think this 
isa proper and just amendment, and should be 
adopted. Thig is the only work of the kind in 
the whole valley of the Red river, which is next 
to the Ohio, if it be not superior to the Ohio itself. 
It is the most important valley connected with the 
Mississippi, embracing many rivers which are 
— for hundreds of miles. There is not 4 

ingle provision of this kind on the whole of that 
river; whereas, there are several for Ohio, and one 

for Nashville. This river is not only one of the 
: most important ie =i for or 2 are “i 

many boats constantly em , but it is m 

| more vdbachhy: and voce need of an hoe 
pital on that account, than at those places where 
they are provided. e are many employ 

! upon the numerous boats that go up that river who 
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iribute to the fund, and I see not why it should 
sot be there applied for their benefit. It is too 
much the habit of people in a certain quarter not 
io consider some-other places of much importance, 

yse they are on the riversand not on the shores 
of the Atlantic, or anywhere upon the sea-board, 
and to suppose that. therefore the are not entitled 
to these provisions as they would be if they were 
upon the sea-coast. This is one of the most im- 
rant places on that important Red river, and it 
is intimately connected with Texas, so that that 
state, as well as Louisiana and Arkansas, is inter- 
ested in this subject. 

Mr.CHASE. Iam sorry that the Senator from 
Louisiana did not think of the importance of the 
improvements on the Western waters, when the 
proposition to erect public buildings in the city of 
Cincinnati was before the Senate—a proposition 
which was recommended by one of the successive 
heads of the Treasury Department, and by two 
committees of this body. At an early period in 
this session, I performed the duty of presenting to 
the Senate a memorial from the city council of the 
city of Cincinnati, asking for the establishment of 
a marine hospital there. That memorial repre- 
sented that the tax upon boatmen navigating the 
Ohio river, paid to that city, exceeded two thou- 
sand dollars a quarter, or eight thousand dollars 
perannum; and4that they were destitute of any 
provision except that made by the trustees of the 
township, which was liable to be withdrawn, in 


consequence of the demand upon their means of | 


accommodation by the necessities of the city itself. 
| called the attention of the chairman of the Com- 
mitteeon Commerce to that memorial, and was 
informed by him that he had submitted that me- 
morial, and various others of a similar character, 
to the consideration of the committee,;and that 
they were not prepared to make any recommend- 
ation at thissession. . I acquiesced in that decision, 
so far as that memorial was concerned, and I think 
the object of that memorial in the highest degree 
deserving of consideration and favorable action. 
l agree with the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Dickinson, ] that we should encumber this bill with 
no appropriation which has not received the sanc- 
tion of a department, or of one of the committees 
of the Senate. 

Mr. RUSK. It may be true that we should not 
encumber the bill unless we have the recommend- 
ation of a department, but it has been done again 
and again. If these marine hospitals are desirable, 
and it is proper that Government should establish 
them, there is no point that has a stronger claim 
than the one named on this river. As was said by 
the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Downs,] it isa 
most important valley, with large commerce, em- 
ploying an immense number of steamboats con- 


stantly upon the river, and the trade is constantly 
increasing with great rapidity. Texas is inter- | 


ested in this matter. Perhaps one fourth of the 
population of Texas trade at this point; so that, 


if it's proper for Government to provide for the | 


establistiment of marine hospitals, | do not know 
of a single place that has more pressing demands 
than this; for it isa sickly country, and some pro- 
vision is absolutely needed for this class of our 
citizens who are employed on that river. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The Senator from Louisi- 
ana (Mr. Downs] uttered one sentiment which is 
regnant with meaning, and | thank him for it. 


entitled to the patronage of the Government in this 
respect as much as any other. I fear that such a 
feeling as that enters too much into our legislation. 
If one place receives a share of the public patron- 
age, we are apt to say we do not see why one 
place should not receive it as much as another. 
Now, if we are prepared for a scramble for the 
public money, to be expended in one place because 
it has been expended in another, it will take less 
lime to exhaust it than at the rate we are now re- 
ducing it; for, although the amount of income is 
great, the expenditure has become alarming, and 
though { have no spirit of prophecy, yet, jud ing 
from the past, I can readily see that there will be 
* rigid accountability somewhere in the future for 
ban most enormous expenditure of the public 
ey. 

Now, as it ts expenditures for such a pur- 
pose as is asked for here, | have no safe rule for 
myself but to inquire whether the departments 
have recommended it. have been ex- 
ceedingly liberal in making appropriations, as well 





e = he sees no reason why this place is not | 


as the departments in recommending them, and 
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dition to the compensation be has already received as com- 


there is safety nowhere else than in the guides we |, modore’s secretary, and for his per-onal and incidental ex- 
| 


have in such recommendations. If you cut adrift, | 
| and expend the public money for one purpose, in | 
one place, because it has been expended for a 
similar purpose in another, you will be at sea upon 
shoreless ocean, without a rudder or compass, 
| or even such a light.as has been the subject of dis- 
| cussion here this morning, or any other, to keep 
us from going upon rocks and ae destroyed. | 
shall oppose briefly, but pointedly, everything 
which does not come from a committee, or with 
| regard to which there is not some obvious neces- 
sity. We cannot accommodate the feelings and 
wishes of any section of the country, in their de- 
sire to have the public money. There must be a 
stopping-place somewhere. 
the approbation of a committee I would not resist 
it—and I will resist it no further now. If the 
Senate choose to grant it, itis for theSenate to do | 
so. I have no personal feeling aboutit. On the 
contrary, it is much easier for me to say yes than | 





it to others. 

Mr. FOOTE. We have received several excel- 
lent lectures from the Senator from New York on 
the subject of much talking at this late perioi of 
the session. When he shook his rod over me, I 
assure youl felt in a proper degree the rebuke, 
and I have observed during the recent discussion 
here, contrary to my usual custom, almost abso- 
lute silence. 





gard to saving the public money, as if we were 





in that respect. 


certainly wish to have him included—that we may 


before us. 
which I wished to offer, and one of them has been 
voted down, in consequence of too much speaking 
on the other side, though I declined saying any- 
thing myself. 

Mr. 
memorials presented to the Committee on Com- 


that committee when the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia was not present. 
| state of the finances, and believing that the num- 
ber of hospitals already existing in the Western 


should undergo a revision, and that all cases 
should be embraced in one bill. We have a very 
meritorious case presented by the Senator from 
Louisiana, as well as that presented by the Sena- 
tor from Ohio. 
equally meritorious, if not more so. Let them all 
be embraced in one bill, and do not encumber this 
appropriation bill with any of them. 





to the amendment, and it was not adopted. 

The question then recurred on the original 
| amendment offered by the Senator from Louisiana, 
and it was also rejected. 

Mr. FOOTE offered the following amendment: 


% For compensation to now La Reintrie, late secretary 
to Commodvre Shubrick, for bis services as secretary to the 
legation of the United States near the Government of Chili, 


dollars and forty cents.’’ 


the attention of the Senate to the report of the 
| Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Ropenapetasiness 

b 








modore Shubrick, of the United States Navy, and, while at- 
tached in that capacity to the United States ship Independ- 
ence, at Valparaiso, upon the urgent request of the Hon. 
Seth Barton, Chargé d’Affi near the Government of 
Chili, was ordered by Com Shubrick togepair with- 
out delay to the city of Santiago, and there await the com- 
mands of Mr. Barton. This order was unauthorized by the 
legal relation ot eee 7 Mr. La Reintrie as commodore’s 
secretary; neve less, obeyed it, and con- 
tinued in the service of the Gaited trates Wgetioa at San- 
tiago, Chili, as secretary of legation, from the 6th of January 
to the 28th of April, 1849, and for twenty-eight days there- 
after as bearer of dispatehes to the Government of the Uni- 


If this had received | 


no; but I have learned to say no, and I recommend | 





We have also received many lec- | 
tures from the Senator from New York with re- | 


not equally as anxious as himself to do our duty | 
Now, I really beseech Senators, | 
not the Senator from New York alone—though | | 


not consume any more of our time in remarks | 


which are not directly applicable to the question | 
I had five or six little amendments | 


AMLIN. There have been several | 
merce in relation to the construction of marine | 
hospitals, They have generally, | believe, come | 
from the Western cities. They were considered in | 
Taking into account the | 
country is large—I think they will be found to | 
bear a proportion of four to one on the Atlantic, 
when the relative number of seamen is taken into | 


the comparison—it was deemed advisable by the | 
Committee on Commerce that the whole system | 


But there are cases in other places | 


he question was then taken on the amendment 


from the 6th of January to the 28th of April, 1849, and for | 
his services as bearer of dispatches, five hundred and ninety | 


Mr. FOOTE. ~ To limit discussion, | will call | 


e petitioner, Henry La Reintrie, was secretary to Com- | 


penses as bearer of dispatches, $6 per day, or §¢58 in all. 
Mr. La Reintrie states, upon his honor, that he war em- 
ployed from twelve to sixteen hours daily in recording, 
| translating, interpreting, or copying, during his service as 
secretary of legation. This arduous public service, as well 
as the exigency which required it, are awply verified by 
satisfactory proofs. Mr. Barton, in his letter of January 3, 
1849, to Commodore Shubrick, says: 
* Admonished as [have been by circumstances which 
have given rise to the strongest suspicions that my trust in 


others, in seavons past, has been abused and betrayed, and * 


that in more instances than one the affairs of the legation, 
| wher communicated in confidence, and under injunctions 
of secrecy, have been indiscreetly, and I fear corruptly di- 
vulged, and not knowing at this time a single person in Chiti, 
who, to a willingness to perform the service at avy rate of 
compensation within my means to offer, unites the requi- 
site industry, steadiness, capacity, and trustworthiness for 
the urgent and important functions now needed, I feel my- 
| self under such a necessity as to authorize and justify this 
application to you for the services of Mr. La Reintrie at the 
legation.”’ 

In answer to the letter of which the above is an extract, 
Commodore Shubrick writes, January 5, 1849, that © the 
reasons assigned by you (Mr. Barton) for asking tor this ar- 
rangement are so atrong, that | have this day written to the 
commanding officer of the Independence to send Mr. La 
Reintrie with as little delay as possible to this place.” 

Mr. Barton bears further testimony to the urgeney fwhich 
required Mr. La Reintrie’s service, in his letter to the Hoa, 
John M. Clayton, Secretary of State, bearing date Aprii 2, 
1849. He says: 

“It would not be proper, in an oecavional note of this 
nature, to trouble you with the details of the invaluable aid 
[ have derived from the service of Mr. La Reintrie, in the 
vast accumulation of business and duties incident to and de- 
volving upon this legation, in censequence of the menacing 
posture of affairs for some considerable time past. You 
know, as well as I do, that Commodore Shubrick could not 
have compelled him to have abandoned the duties to which 
alone he had pledged himself, to enter upon the overwhelm 
ing duties he had to encounter here. Upon Commodore 
Shubrick’s part,as well as Mr. La Reintrie’s, it was all vol. 
untary, all patriotic, and, to my certain knowledge, a great 
sacrifice on the part of the latter.’?’ Whetherthe Government 
will be able to compensate Mr. La Reintrie properly for bis 
services and sacrifiges [know not; butif it can, I will bear 
testimony that the services be has rendered fully entitle him 
to such salary, for the time of his employment, as the Gov- 
ernment.awards to a secretary of legation in the service of 
a full minister; and in that event [ hope, as T am sure he 
will receive it.’? 

In view of the whole subject, the committee are con- 
vineed that Mr. Barton found Himself unable to perform the 
great amount of labor which had accumulated upon his 
hands as Chargé d’Affaires, and that he found it absolutely 
necessary to employ assistance to enable him to perform it 
advantageously and seasonably. ‘They further believe that 
Mr. La Reintrie is equitably and just!y eutitied to the pay of 
a secretary of legation for the time he performed. that ser- 
vice, and was employed as bearer of dispatches, deducting 
therefrom the pay he has received as commodore’s secre- 
tary for the same time, This balance is $593 42. And in 
| this view the committee are corroborated by the authority of 

the Secretary of State, who, in answer to certain interrog- 
atories, states, in his letter of the 25th of February, 1850, to 
the chairman of this committee, that he is “ of the opinion 
that Mr. La Reintrie is equitably entitied to the difference 
of compensation between the pay which he was then re- 
ceiving, viz: $900 a year, and that of secretary of lega- 
tion, viz: $2,000 a year, for the period during which he was 
so employed by Mr. Barton.”’” The committee, tor these 
reasons, report a bill. 

Mr. HALE. This appears to me to be a most 
| extravagantclaim. What! are your commodores 

to appoint your foreign diplomatic agents? Com- 

modore Shubrick appointed this man, and he per- 
formed the duties of secretary of legation for 
some one hundred and twenty-eight days; and 
upon that appointment we are asked to grant this 
allowance for his services. Why, sir, if you do 
that, you will soon have diplomatic agents enough 
all over the world. If we are to do that, we may 
just as well disband Congress and go home, and 
give up all idea of having any control over the 
|| Treasury in regard to our foreign expenses, 

Mr. FOOTE. I am not surprised that the Sen- 
|| ator from New Hampshire should manifest hos- 
| tility to this amendment, and to those who are en- 

gaged in the naval service of the country. Weall 
know that he goes out of his way to treat with 
disrespect that arm of the national service. There 
is nota word in the report which authorizes the 
Senator from New Hampshire to say that this 
man was appointed by Commodore Shubrick, 

Mr. Barton, being unable to perform the service, 

required this individual to perform ut. He did 
perform it; and the Department of State and the 
| Committees on Foreign Relations of the two 

Houses recommend this appfopriation; and yet 
the Senator from New Hampshire is modest 
| enough to assert that this is the most immodest 
| demand that ever was introduced here. 
| The amendment was rejected—ayes 11, noes 24, 
| Mr. FOOTE. I offer the following amend- 
| ment: 
| 4 Por the balance due and unpaid to Peter Parker, for his 


ted States. For this service Mr. La Reiotrie claiims, in ad- |) services, according to the intent and spirit of the appropria- 
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tien in the same behalf contained in the act making appro- 
pristions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 


erament, approved March 34, 1847, $1,941 80, whien, if 


received, shall be in full for all services, official and unoffi- 
cial, contemplated by the said appropriation.” 


I will not press the Senate in favor of this ap- 
eae | am in favor of it. The 


onorable Senator from New Jersey will probably | 


state what it is. 
struction of the law in regard to this case by the 
Auditor. The present Auditor, | understand, is 


| farnish what existing laws require. 
|| work to put on diplomatic claims, the result will 
| be that the bill cannot get through. 
|| to give these diplomatic claims an advantage over 
other claims. 


1 believe there was a miscon- || 
| ply to the honorable Senator from Texas. 
|| perhaps the honorable Senator from Massachu- 


— 
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claim. The object of this appropriation bill is to 
If we go to 


It is not fair 


We should exclude all private 
claims from this bill. 
Mr. FOOTE. 1 shall not say anything a 
ut 


fully satisfied that the claim ought to be allowed. || setts, who knows something of this matter, may 


it has, like the other amendments | have offered, 


tions of both Houses, and I cannot doubt that, 
under the circumstances the Senate will agree to 
this amendment. 


Mr. DAYTON. This amendment is manifestly | 


right. It is not to make a new appropriation, but 


to correct a misapprehension or misapplication of | 


an old one. It was originated under the phrase- 
ology of a former appropriation, according to 
which the Comptroller at that time did not feel 
himself authorized to pay the amount. I hold in 
my hand the original appropriation, and the Sen- 
ate will see how the Comptroller technically con- 
strued it: 

« And alse to make up the difference between the salary 
of eard secretary and that of a chargé d’affaires, during the 


tim» the said secretary has acted as chargé d'affaires, three 
tiousand dollars, or 80 mach thereof as may be necessary 


for Urat purpose; the compensation herein allowed to be in | 


futi for the services of the said secretary, as acting chargé 


d'affaires of the United States in China, down to the arrival | 


of A. H. Everett at Canton, aud for all other public services || her secretary of legation in the service. 


rondered at any previous period to the Government of the 
United states, or to any officer, agent, or citizen thereof, in 
the capacity of interpreter, translator, or otherwise.’’ 

The phraseology of this amendment is such 
that, asevery one can see, the Comptroller might 
limit the appropriation to the payment of the differ- 
ence between the salary as secretary and as chargé 
When it was presented to the Comptroller, he said 


he did not know that he could pay any more than || 


this difference, under a strict construction of the 
language. 


tleman as translator and interpreter, the Comp- 


troller refused to make any application of the | 
He cut | 


money for these previo 8 services at all. 
off nearly two thousand doliars of that appropria- 
tion, and tha’ money is now in the Treasury. The 


present amendment is merely designed te correct | ng | 
| ater from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] as an amend- 
| ment to the general appropriation bill, under pre- 


the misapprehension of the Comptroller in regard 
to the meaning of Congress. It was clearly their 
intention to give the $2,000 for the services he per- 


formed as translator and interpreter, and likewise | 
to pay the difference between the salary as secre- | 

chusetts speaks of the worth, the literary qualifica- 
| tions, and the politics of this gentleman, in all of 
| which I concur. 
|| private claim, after all. 
| appropriation bill is for the ordinary expenses of 
| the Government; it is to appropriate money for 
| objects authorized by treaty and by law. And it 

This also has been sanctioned by the Commit- | 
tee on Foreign Affairs of each House; and I un- | 


tary and chargé. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. FOOTE. 

«* For compensation to Theodore &. Fay, secretary of le- 
gation to Prussia, for his services as acting chargé d’affaires 
at that Government, $1,701 40, which shall be in full pay- 
ment of bis claims for all such services.” 


derstand from the chairman of that committee of 


the other House that the sanction which that com- | 


mittee afforded it was based upon the recommend- 
ation of the department, which I have not seen. 
i cannot myself doubt the propriety of the appro- 
priation. 1 therefore recommend it. 

Mr. RUSK. This is merely a private claim 
against the Government. 
these private claims in this appropriation bill, 


there are more than two hundred private bills on | 


the table which have received the sanction of a 
committee, and— 

Mr. FOOTE. 
bill, end all these amendments of mine simply em- 
brace sume of money which it is proproaed to ap- 
propriate for the purpose of paying the diplomatic 
expenses of the Government; in other words, for 
recompensing for diplomatic services already per- 
formed, and for which the parties, in my judgment, 
are entitied to remuneration. This amendment 
strictly and properly anal to this bill. This is 
the proper bill tor it, And it has been subjected 
to full investigation and close scrutiny in both 
Houses of Congress. 1 have never known a case 


before where amendments were rejected having 
such solemn sanctions. 

Mr. RUSK. The fact that this is a private 
claim is not changed or altered by the fact that it | 
is a claim arising out of the performanee of dip- 
{x is, nevertheless, a private 


lomatic services. 


| and great accomplishments. 
| political friends. 
erly belong to the charge and care of Senators on | 
|, the other side of the Chamber. 

| been in the diplomatic service of the country lon- 

| ger than any man now in it. 
l| of legation to Mr. Wheaton, who was for a 
|| long time at Berlin. Mr. Wheaton was very often 
|| absent from his post, when he left Mr. Fay to | 


Although Congress had appropriated | 
three thousand dollars for the services of this gen- | : ‘ ence — t 
|| appropriate to insert this provision in the bill re- 


1 offer the following amendment: | 





\| right. 
|| your secretaries to convert themselves into minis- 
|| ters or chargés in the absence of the superior min- 
} ister. 
| priations, 


This is the civil and diplomatic 








|| wish to say. something in relation to it. 
the sanction of the Committees on Foreign Rela- | 


Mr. WINTHROP. I fel bound to say a few 
words with regard to this matter, as I believe this 
to be a very justclaim. Mr. Fay was appointed 
secretary of Wission to Prussia as long ago as the 


adminisiration of Mr. Van Buren. I am not quite 


| sure that he was not appointed by General Jack- 


son. He is a gentleman of high literary character 
He is not one of my 
His claims would more prop- 


He was secretary 


perform the duties of chargé d’affaires. I am in- 
clined to think that he has performed the duties of 


| chargé d’affaires in the absence of his minister 
more frequently and for a longer time than any | 
He has | 
He has been simply sec- | 


received no promotion. 
retary of legation from first to last. Under ever 

minister, from the first under whom he netted, 
down to Mr. Barnard, of New York, who I have 


|| been* glad to see appointed minister to Russia | 
within the last month, he has been still secretary | 


of legation at a salary of only $2,000 a year. 


Now, this is no stale claim. The honorable | 
|| Senator from Texas must bear in mind that this | 


gentleman is still in office, and this is a charge for 
services recently rendered. Hence itis entirely 


lating to the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government. I have myself carried through the 
other branch of Congress a provision for a late 


secretary of legation at Paris, who acted as chargé 


d’affaires during the absence of the honorable Sen- 


cisely the same circumstances. I hope the amend- 
ment will be adopted. . 
Mr. DICKINSON. The Senator from Massa- 


But it seems to me that this is a 
The civil and diplomatic 


it as near to that as can be, not only because that 
is the province of the bill, but the object is to get it 
through. It is one of those things which must go 
through or the Government cannot get along. 


|| Therefore it is necessary to keep it clear of all 
| these cuntroverted subjects, however meritorious, 
|| or the bill may fail by a disagreement between the 
|| Houses. [hope the amendment will be voted down. 
If we are going to allow | 


Mr. HALE. Such appropriations are wrong, 


| totally wrong, radically wrong, entirely wrong; 


and no reports of committees can make them 
It is a most dangerous precedent to allow 


For that reason [ vote against such appro- 


Mr. BRIGHT. If thisclaim is just, why has 


| it lain so long? Tunderstand the Senator from 
| Massachusetts to say that it dates back to the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Van Buren, 


Mr. WINTHROP. Oh, no. I said that this 
gentleman had been in this position since the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Van Buren. 

Mr. BRIGHT. When were these services ren- 
dered? 

Mr. FOOTE. From the 18th of July, 1848, to 


| the 14th of January, 1849. So the claim is rather 


recent. ‘ 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understand that the existing 
laws name how many ministers, chargés, and secre- 
taries of legation we have; and that whenever these 








_who perform the duties of superior officers. 


| not held at the capital. The monarch 
/travels during the Summer months + 


I believe he has | 











| time. 





; | perform, both at Beriia an? Frenkfort. 
is the duty of the Committee on Finance to keep || 











Sept. 23, 


ee ener 
officers are not in their places, and their 


ow aera - subordinate officers, the existing 


ow this service shal! be pai 

believe I am correct in this. If whi sale t 
legislation on the part of Congress to authorize the 
Secretary of State to pay those subordinate offes. 
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that this claim is a private one, and shou! 
sented as such, and should be acted upon wee 
It is one which ought not to be attached to th, 
general appropriation bill. , 
Mr. KING. My friend from Indiana is not ens 
tirely correct in the opinion he has expressed that 
these claims can be allowed and paid at the de. 
partment. The ministers of our country frequen)| 
leave their posts, sometimes for months, Sating 
the Summer, when the courts of the monarchs are 


general| y 


0 vari 
points. During that period it is usual foe’ Ihe 


|| minister to leave his post for a change of air, o, 


that he may amuse himself, as he may think 
proper, there being nothing for him todo. By; 
there is ‘no instance in which a secretary of leva. 


| tion is paid as a chargé d’affaires in consequence of 


such temporary abeence of the minister. In ever 


le - _* ‘ 
| instance of late years, where a minister resigns and 


comes home, or is recalled, and the secretary of 
legation is left to discharge the duties of charyé, 


_and he is introduced as such to the foreign office, 


Congress considers that he is obliged to live at an 
additional expense, and that he is therefore en:i- 
tled to some additional compensation; and they 
have passed particular laws giving to the secretary 


| of legation that has discharged the duties of charog 


the compensation of a chargé. But it is upon an 
actual statement that the minister left at such » 
time, and that he was presented to the foreign office 
as chargé at that: time, and that he continued to 


| discharge the duties of a chargé until the minister 


returned or another was substituted in his place. 
Then we know what we are voting for 

But as regards this gentleman’s claim, I do not 
know thet there is anything specific. When Mr. 
Wheaton was at Berlin, he frequently came to 
Paris, where hia family resided. He was absent 
from Berlin I know. But this individual was not 
entitled to receive the pay of a chargé for that 
My friend from Michigan [Mr. Cass] well 
knows that in the excursion he made, he had to 
leave his secretary as chargé; but that gentleman 


| received no compensation as such during that 


period. He was paid as chargé after the Senator 
returned to the United States, and before [ went on 
to Paris, but only for that time. Mr. Donelson 
succeeded Mr. ‘Wheaton. I do not know that any 


|| time expired between Mr. Wheaton retiring and 
| Mr. Donelson assuming the post. 


1 believe Mr. 
Wheaton remained until Mr. Donelson took his 
place. It is true that Mr. Donelson was partly 
transferred to Frankfort. He had his duties to 
"Bat 


Mr. Hannegan succe. -d Mr. Donelsgn. 


|| L believe Mr. Donelson « .atinued to discharge the 
|| duties of minister untit Mr. Aannegen arrived. 
| Therefore, the only claim which this gentleman 
|| gan have for acting as chargé niust have arisen 
| from the fact that he has dischargrd the duties of 


chargé since Mr. Hannegan has re\urned, and will 


_ continue to discharge those duties anti! Mr. Bar- 


nard arrives. This time cannot yet be calculated 
atcurately. That is che situation in which this 


/ matter stands. 


Mr. FOOTE. Gentlemen say this is a private 


| claim. It is certainly a claim in behalt' of an indi- 


vidual who may, perhaps, be now in private life. 
But it is a claim for recompense for public eervice 
actually rendered, of the rendition of which we 
have the highest evidence—evidence from the De- 
partment of State. I cannot understand how it's 
that one person acting as chargé, who may have 
been presented at a particular time, should be rec- 
ompensed, while another individual who acted in 
that capacity, of which we have testimony, should 
not be recompensed. I know the general law does 
not authorize the payment of this recompense; but 
the services have been rendered, and the question 
is, will you revvite those who retidered them? | 
believe there are many precedents for this case. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. FOOTE. I offer the following amendment: 


« Por the full payment of the claim of Robert M. Walsh, 
et Mexico, fur his services as sch 


sett i 











Here is a letter of the Secretary of State, which 
{ will read DeParTMeEnT oF Sta 
W asmine@ron, August 8, 1850. 

. Tn reply to your letter of the 7th instant, respectin 

m: © ST bare preterred by Mr. Robert M 
Wabh, secretary of legation (0 Mexico, tor services as 
and datiaires near the Government of th t Republic, I 
pave whe honor to inform you that Mr. Walsh acted in that 

avity from the ist November, 1848, to the Ist February, 
in qud from the 6th Septenrber, 1849, to the 7th Febru- 
ary 350. There is no general law to warrant such an: al- 
jpwance, but there are numerous precedents where the dif- 
ference of compensation between the salary of a secretary 
of legation aud chargé d’affaires has been atiowed in such 


ornave the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 

servant, DAN’L WEBSTER. 
Hou. Joun A. McCLERNanp, 

Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


Howse of Repres -ntatives. 

Mr. DAWSON. This letter is directed to a 
gentieman of the House of Representatives. Why, 
then, was not the matter presented there? 

Mr. FOOTE. Owing to the stringency of the 
rales of that House, it could not be presented 
there. The chairman of the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs brought the matter to our commit- 
ee, and we sanctioned the appropriation. It 
gems to me that when appropriations have re- 
ceived the sanction of the Secretary of State, and 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of both 
Houses, it is dealing very illiberally and ungener- 
ously to reject them in the sweeping manner the 
Senate have done to-day. I do not wish to con- 
sume time; | therefore merely say that | hope the 
amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. FOOTE. [ have another amendment to 
offer, with which I hope to have better fortune. 
It has not received the sanction of a committee of 
the other House; but it has received the sanction 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen- 
ate. | believe | may say that it has also received 
the saffction of the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance: 

“To defray the expenses of a special agent to the three 
Republics of Venezula, New Granada, and Ecuador, to claim 
of hose Governments respectively the several amounis due 
from each of them on claims of several citizens of the 
United States against the former Government of Colombia, 
$2,000.” 

| hold in my hand a statement in relation to this 
matter, which I wish to read: 

Statement in reference to Colombian Claims. 

Before the divsolution of the late Republic of Colombia, 
there existed in favor of citizens of the United States against 
that Republic claims to the amount of more than one mil- 
lion of dollars, arising out of acts of lawless seizure, confis- 
cations, forced contributions by military authorities, and 
supplies furnished during their revolutionary sqruggle. The 
prosecution of these claims Was suspended after uiat event, 
on account of the unsettied and disturbed state in which 
political affairs of the three States which composed said Re- 
public continued for a long series of years. Of the whole 
amount of said claims there has not been realized more 
than from one hundred and filty to two hundred thousand 
doliars, and it is now found inspossible to proceed with their 
seulement from the circumstance that in every ciaim there 
has to be a separate negotiation or settlement with each 
State, fur the percentage or proportion due from each on 
each claim, which the diplomatic agents of the United States 
cannot effeet fom the impossibility of using the same proofs 
and documenta in three different setdements. ‘The vast 
distance of the capitals of these States from each other, and 
immense difficulties of the transit from one to the other, 
over mountains and rivers almost impassable, render the 
(raismission of valuable documents by post extremely haz- 
ardous, and when voluminous, absolutely impossible. ‘The 
appointment of a special agent to bring together all the doc- 
Umeuts and proofs in each ease at One place, apd to procure 
& setlement of all with the Government at such place; 
thenee to proceed with said documents and proots to the 
hext Government for a corresponding settlement there, and 
thence to the remaining Government for the same purpose, 
presents the only plan by whieh the claimants can ever ex- 
pect to realize their claims. And it is absolutely essential 
that such agent should be clothed with the authority of cre- 
dentiais from the Government of the United States; other- 
Wise his representations will be of no avail. The exercise 
Of its good oitices by any ion of the United States to 
fiiher of tuese Governments, in aid of an agent not specially 
authorized by the Government of the United States to sete 
the claims, would Ms equally unavailing, and rather tend to 
Produce the impre- mat the Government of the United 
Suite« was not disposed to extend to the claimants the ben- 
fils of a direct and effective assistance. 

The sending of such an agent would also relieve the State 

partment from the labor and molestation incident to re- 
correspondenee with claimants, to thrice repeated 
“structions to its diplomatic agents, and thrice repeated or 
Uiple negotiations and settlements said agents of 
fach Clan, under the disadvantages of want of sufficient 
proofs at two at feast of the iuns, and of all the delays 

and evasions invariably induced by such a circumstance, es- 
Pecially with sueh debiors. The necessity of tiple seitle- 
fan ari-es from the division by treaty between said States 
habiliues of Colombia, into specific proportions, to be 


&seumed and - 
meatedtneiiciiestinesiog berate ee Ce 


Tespect to the claims that have been recovered. 
same pe an article was inserted, at the instance of We 


In the 


Chargé a’ res of the Unit d States at Bogota in 1834, ob- 
ligating the three States to hquidate and settle the claims im 
favor of citizens of the United States by a board of conunis- 
sioners, to We thereatter coustituted for the division of the 
debt, and other purposes growing out of the disuvember- 
ment. The board assembled at Bogota in 1838, and pot- 
withstanding the urgent representauons of General Semple, 
Char. é d’Affaires of the (Un ved States at that place, in be- 
half of the claimants, failed entirely to discharge this portion 
of their duties, the consequence of which bas been an in- 
definite postponement of the claims. 

The adoption of the plan recommended, whilst it saves 
labor and expense to both the State Deparunent and claim- 
ants, will afford to the latter a certainty of realizing within 
a reasonable period something of their long-deferred claims 
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to indemmification. The claimants have memorialized the || : 
State Department in the most urgent and pressing terms to || the House of Representatives, Michigan came 
appoint a special agent for the purpose, aud have the de- || here with her Senators; her constitution was re- 


|| jected; her Senators were compelled to return 


cided concurrence and approbation of that department in 
support of their wishes. 
Amongst the claims is the case of the American ship 


i} 
| 


Good Keturn, seized near St. Bartholomew in 1819, and || 
robbed of the greater portion of her cargo, worth more thas || 
one hundred thousand dollars, by a Colombian vessel of war, || 

'y 


under command of Commodore Joly. 

Another is that of the American schooner Ben Alien 
and cargo, seized and confiscated in Chagres in 1827, under 
circumstances of great aggravation, and wiihimmense dam- 
age to the owners in New York. 

Another is the case of the schooner Economy, seized and 
confiscated in Maracaibo in the same year, without law or 
justification. 

Another is that of extraordinary contributions levied 
without the sanction of law in 1824, by the military authori- 
ties of Guayaquil, in Ecuador, upoo several vaiuabie cargoes 
of cacao belonging to merchants in New York. 

Another is the case of a final and definitive judgment in 
favor of Jacob Idlor and against the Government, alter a 
long and vexatious suit, (in which the claimant was sub 
jected w personal imprisonment and oppression,) for a large 
amount of money due him and his assocfates, tor railitary 
supplies, furnished during their revolutionary struggle, ef 
which nothing bas ever been paid. 

In addition to which are various other cases of seizure 
and captures, during the early part of their revolution, m- 
volving large sums, in which the heirs and assignees of the 


parties interested, citizens of the United States, are largely | ernment was under consideration 


interested. All of these claims have been the subject ot re- 
peated instructions from the State Department to its diplo- 
matic agents in Venezuela, New Granada, and Ecuador du- 
ring the last twenty years, as well as matter of animadver- 
sion in the messages of different Presidents of the United 
States. But the great difficulty, and indeed the impossi- 
bility of transmitting voluminous documents from one point 
to another by post, puts it out of the power of diplomatic 
agents to get the proofs necessary to the support of the claims 
from one legation to another. Such documents can only 
be safely transmitted under the personal care of an agent 
employed for the purpose. The distance from Caraccas, in 
Venezula, to Quito, in Ecuador, is some two thousand 
miless Over the highest mountatms in the world; Bogota, the 
capital of New Granada, being situated between the two.”’ 


Mr. DICKINSON. I am inclined to think that 
this may be productive of benefit, though | have 
not had more than a glance at the matter. There 
is a great dea! of plausibility in it, although it may 
be liable to some objections. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am g!ad the Secretary of State 
prefers this course. It is certainly generally the 
cheapest and the best plan for the adjustment of 
claims. I shall vote for this amendment, not only 
on this account, but also because it will save the 
necessity of employing two additional! members of 
a board, and the room, fuel, and other charges of 
a board. 

Mr. GWIN. I have examined this matter with 
some care, and I do not believe that we could ap- 
propriate money for a better object. 

he amendment was adopted. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I move to amend the bill by 
adding after the provision that the compensation 
of the laborers on the public grounds should re- 
ceive $40 per month, the following: 

“ And the compensation of the foremen at the Capitol 


grounds and at the President’s grounds shall be $50 per 
month.”? 


This provision was intended to be put in the 
bill, I believe, and 1 offer it merely to rectify the 
mistake. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAWSON. 1 move to amend the bill by 
inserting after the provision for the pay and mile- 
age of Senators, Members, and Delegates, the fol- 
lowing: 

* And to the Senator elect from New Mexico, who has 
appeared here for the purpose of taking bis seat in the Sen- 
ate of the United States, tur his mileage, $2,000.” 

New Mexico has made an effort to get into the 
Union upon the same principle as California; and 
the Senator elect (Mr. Weicurman) from New 
Mexico came here with just as honest purposes, and 
he was elected with just the same views and feel- 
ings, as the Senators from California were elected. 
He came here without any knowledge that Con- 


| 
| 











gress was about to establish a territorial govern- 





- 








ment there. On the contrary, the public press of 
the day gave him information that a territoral gov- 
ernment would not and could not be established in 
New Mexico, and that the only way they had to 
get a government was to hold a convention and 
form a State constitution. In pursuance of thea 
honest purposes, without any attempt to commit 
fraud on the Government.of the country, they 
honestly met together and formed a constitution, 
and came here very improperly, | admit; but they 
are not to blame for it. And | submit thot if Cali- 
fornia had been rejected, the Senate would have 
consented to pay her Senators. 

I recollect, in 1836, when | was » member of 


home, but in the civil and diplomatic bill, an ap- 
propriation was made to pay those Senators. I 
ask what, in common justice, is the distinction 
between the Senators from Michigan and Cali- 
fornia, and the Senator from New Mexico who is 
here; who came here without any other view or 
expectation than that of taking his seat; believing 
it would be in accordance with the wishes of the 
Government and people of this country? I aub- 


| mit, then, whether in fairness, in honesty, and in 
| justice, he is not entitled to it? 


Mr. GWIN. Ii do not object to the Senator 
from Georgia bringing in this proposition; but I 
do protest against his stating that the case of Cali- 


| fornia and that of New Mexicoare the same. Sir, 
| there is a great difference between the two cases. 


If lam not very much misinformed, this move- 
ment for the establishment of a State government 
in New Mexico was not commenced until after 
this session of Congreas began, after it was known 
there that the subject of forming a territorial gov- 
And it has 
been charged, and not successfully refuted, that 
that movement took place under the direction of 
the Executive branch of this Government. 

And here | feel myself called upon—and it is the 
first occasion | have had to speak upon the sub- 
ject—to deny most emphatically that the people 
of California formed their State government under 
Executive dictation. | acquit the gentleman sent 
out there by the President of the United States 
(Mr. Thomas Butler King) of having interfered at 
all in the matter. If Mr. King interfered, hia in- 


| terference was unknown to me and to the people 
| of California. 


I was a member of the convention 
which formed thé State constitution there, and I 
know he did nof interfere in the slightest possible 
degree in the formation of the State constitution, 
I have heard various charges brought against him 
to that effect. I do not know what his intentions 
were; but his real acts, | know, were such as 
should not subject him to any such imputation. 
Mr. DAWSON. I am gratified to hear that 
statement made. The Hon. Thomas Butler King 


| has denied in person the statement that he went as 
| the agent of the late Administration to eall the 


State of California into existence. It is now de- 
nied by the Senator from that State. It has been 
denied by the late Governor of that State, General 
Riley, who stated to me here in this Hal) that Mr, 
King had nothing to do with it. He told me that 
his proclamation was written in the month of 
May, and that he did not know of the approach of 
the steamer which brought Mr. King there when 
he issued his proclamation. 

Mr. CASS. 1 must ask pardon of the honora- 
ble Senator for interrupting him; but | would like 
to know if itis neceasery to go over all this at thie 
stage of the session? 


Mr. DAWSON. Notat all. But it is neces- 


sary that | should say this much to shield Mr, 


King from the imputation that has been cast non 
him. lam exceedingly thankful to my friend from 
California for making this development. But if 
what was done in California was done by the act of 
Califorbia, was not what was done in New Mexico 
done by the act of New Mexico? The principle 
is the same in each case. If Califorma acted ac- 
cording to what was the wish of her peuple, so 
dd New Mexico; and where is the difference in 
point of principle? 1 can perceive none. | repeat 
again that if California had not been admitted her 
Senators would have been compensaicd. And ‘ 
think we should do the same thing for New Mex- 


ico, . 
Mr. BUTLER. Ido not intend to enter into 
this discussion, and | am not in the habit of go g 
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beyond my advertisement. But 1 wish to make | 


an inquiry which cannot very well be anawered | 


without refuting some assertions that have been 
made here. For what did Mr. King go to Cali- 
fornia? Who paid him? I wish to say nothing 
else on this point. But « word with regard to the 
representatives of New Mexico coming here and 
asking for compensation for a flagrant usurpation. 
Gentlemen call this “* honest!” It is said this gen- 
tleman came here as honestly as the gentlemen 
from California. Perhaps | might differ with the 
Senator on this point. 
about any debate. But I do think to allow this 
claim of a supposed Senator from New Mexico 
would be making States as cheap as whetstones. 
Mr. DAWSON. The published instructions 
of Mr. King tell what he went for. 


\ 
| 


' 








tions of honorable Senators here, of leading influ- 
ence iff the country, as to its impropriety, and as 


| to the mischievous consequences likely to ensue 
| from an attempt to execute this scheme. A worse 
| act has never marked our national history—a more 


| 
} 


| itself, and bad in its execution. 


reprehensible contrivance has never left its stain 
upon the history of any country. It was bad in 
It deserves lan- 


| guage of denunciation; and | doubt not the future 


historian will record it in language of contempt- 


| uous disrespect, and consign all who are connected 


Ldo not intend to bring | 


with it to that infamy which, in my judgment, 


| they deserve. 


The charge | 


wax that he had secret instructions, which were | 


brought to bear upon California. This insinua- 
tion has gone out to the country. It has been de- 
nied on this floor by the honorable Senator from 
California. 
late Governor of that State. And I am gratified, 
I repeat, that Mr. King stands before the country 
freed from that imputation. 


I think [ shall move an inquiry to ascertain for 
what purpose the Turkish Envoy came here. It 
would have as much’ bearing upon the question as 


It has been denied by General Riiey, | 


| this proceeding. 


| from Mississippi were out of order. 


As to the — of New Mexico, I do nct blame 
them at all. They~were misied; 
luded. Ihave sympathized with that deluded peo- 
ple from the beginning of this matter up to the 
present moment. But yet | cannot think it proper 
to impart the least possible sanction to any part of 
therefore shall feel bound to 
vote against the amendment, 

Mr. EWING. The remarks of the Senator 
They neither 
merit nor do they require an answer. I will then 


|| simply reply to a suggestion made by the Senator 
Mr. HALE. If this discussion is to be pursued, | 


| 
| 


| tion in a very few words. 


the discussion of the purpose for which Mr. King || 


went to California. The honorable Senator from 
Georgia thinks this case is entirely analogous to 
the case of California. 
ference in the world. 
Mexico was kept out. 
difference here. 


Mr. FOOTE. I regret very much that all this 


from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson.] He made the in- 


quiry, ** what difference is there between Califor- || 


nia and New Mexico?’’ I can answer his ques- 


California has representatives on this floor to re- 


| ply to and refute the calumnies which are uttered 


| 


Why, there is all the dif- || 
California got in: New | 
That makes a very great | 


| 


appears impertinent and irrelevant to the honor- || 
able Senator from New Hampshire. He is struck || 


with surprise at this debate. Why, | think it is 


here and elsewhere against the late Executive and 
against his fellow-citizens. New Mexico has none. 
Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator from 


Ohio says he did not conceive that my remarks | 
| either merited or required an answer. 
| well for him to say that, since what I said was | 


unanswerable. 
which no man Can approve, but every honest pa- 


|| triot out of this Senate of course does and must 

all invelved in this proposition to appropriate | 

money to py for the expenses of the Senator elect || 
A 


condemn, it was very convenient for the honorable 
Senator to say that; it was very polite, and per- 


| haps very courteous; but about that I will not dis- | 


|| pute with the honorable Senator. 


from New Mexico. I shall not go into California 
affairs, nn have already been sufficiently in- 
vestigated. ut I feel bound to say that I enter- || 


tain such high personal respect and warm senti- 
ments for the Senator elect from New Mexico, who 
is present, that it would afford me the highest 
gratification to vote for this appropriation, if | 


priety. But I must say that | consider this very 
different from the California case, although I do 
not by any means approve all that took 
California antecedent to the forntation of a State 
government. | must consider the case of New 
Mexico as being very different in some of its lead- 
ing features from the case of the admission of Cal- 
ifornia, and the election of her Senators, who now 
hold their seats on this floor. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Georgia well 
knows that this proceeding in New Mexico was 
undertaken under instructions from the Govern- 


|| to make New Mexico a State originated here. 


I did not intend by any means to disturb the 


ashes of the illustrious dead, or to allude in lan- | 


guage of unkindness or disrespect to the late Pres- 
ident of the United States. | never did so when 


| he was living, and [ shall not do so now that he is 
could reconcile it to my sense of duty and pro- || 


entombed. I stated distinetly that the proposition 


|, originated in a quarter that has not had the least 


lace in || 
| to Mr. Sewarp.} 


ment. And this makes it much more flagrant, much || 


more unpardonable. 
if those inetructions had been carried into effect, 
this country would have been inevitably involved 
in civil war. It was first hinted at here, first rec- 
ommended and urged upon us here. When this 
idea. was first broached here, | denounced it as a 
proposition fraught with iniquity, and pregnant 
with the utmost mischief. I repeat, the sugges- 
tion was first made here, and received sanction 


Under such circumstances, | 


i 


| 


| 
| 
| 


j 
| 


| scheme into execution. 
| the object of which I speak was a bad one. — 
| lieve there is no member of this Senate who is not 


political respect from me at any time. [Pointing 
I stated that evil counsels, else- 


where than the Executive mansion, had received 


sanction io a certain extent; that they had been | 
acted upon with a full ki:o wiedge of the concom- | 


tant circumstances, with a prescience of the dan- 
gers likely to arise from an attempt to carry this 
No man can deny that 
I be- 


personally intetested in the matter, on the score of 
reputation, that doesnot agree with me on this 
point. I only spoke what distinguished members 
of the Whig party, who are members of this Sen- 
ate, have spoken before. I only reiterated lan- 
guage which I heard with delight and admiration 
from distinguished Whig statesmen in this Cham- 
ber. lLonly repeated what the enlightened press 
of the country, of both parties, has already de- 
clared. And, if what I have said is unworthy of 


elsewhere. It was acted upon in New Mexico, || reply from the honorable Senator from Ohiv; if 


and acted upon with the full knowledge of all the | 


| 


what f have said does not require reply from the 


circumstances connected with the transaction; with || honorable Senator from Ohio; it is because the 


a full prescience of the consequences which would || matter is res adjudicata. 


The culprits have been 


inevitably ensue in the event of such a measure | scrutinized; their conduct has been examined into; 


being consummated. Can any man doubt, that if 


New Mexico had been recognized as a State of this 
Confederacy, civil.war would have occurred, out 


of which civil war this blessed Union itself would || pose him thus guilty. 


have been destroyed? No man can doubt it. 
therefore feel bound, in a spirit of frankness, to 
state my opinion. {I think that the recommenda- 
tion—the unreasonable, injurious, unwise, recom- 
mendation which emanated from this Government 
to the people of New Mexico, which deluded 
them, which fatally misted them, almost precipi- 
tated this country in civil war, with all its dire 
consequences, amongst which would have been 


the destruction of this Union, which we all prize || their attention to the matter. 
it was persisted in in the face of all | from Georgia 


80 highly. 
the me emanating from thié Chamber, in 
the face of the most solemn and emphatic declara- 





the brand of infamy, eternal infamy, has been af- 
fixed tothem. I have not alluded to the honorable 
Senator from Ohio. God forbid that | should sup- 
I trust he may be enabled 


1 || hereafter to clear himself of all suspicion and dis- 


credit in relation to this matter. This opinion of 
mine was expressed two or three months ago. I 
have often repeated it since; and | felt bound to 
— this argument on the present occasion, and 

believe nothing can be adduced against it even by 
the honorable Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I beg Senators who mean 
to get through these appropriation bills to turn 
1 hope my friend 
will withdraw this proposition; | 
have no idea that it can prevail. 


Mr. DAWSON. L have no desire to withdraw it. || vention, say 


they were de- | 


The difference is that | 


It was very | 


It | 


| 


1 


| 
| 





| 


j 
1 


| 
| 


| 


} 
i} 


|| of Texas was acting within the pale of the Con. 
| stitution. i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 
| 
| 









Mr. DICKINSON. It is not m provi 
lecture the Senate; but it is m duty te Ratan 
And I would state that I think we shall fej 
selves in great trouble if we do not oo 
our propet business. We have not time for in 
ical discussion. 1 hope no one will launch . - 
it, because a reply will be made, and so it will go 


on. 

Mr. RUSK. I do not intend to prolo i 
bate. Ido not jntend to say anything Sean 
on the past Administration or the people of Sane 
Fé; but I regret that this subject has tess thro ~ 
in upon this discussion at this time. Thig ee 
matter in which the Executive Government of Pn 
United States bore its part, and in which the State 
of Texas bore its part. Their conduct must ; 
down to history. I do not intend to discnes it 
now. The action of the Executive Governmen 
of the United States and the action of Texas et 
diametrically opposite. One of them was +i ht 
and the other was wrong. One was within the 
pale of the Constitution and the other was clear! 
out of it. Whenever the subject comes legitimate) 
up, I am confident that I can show that the State 


Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, and they were ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will vote for this 
amendment upon this ground. The Congress of 
the United States failed to give a government to 
these people, according to the treaty, two years 
ago. You threw upon them the necessity of goy. 
erning themselves. And when they resorted to 
this mode of doing it—the establishment of a State 
Government—it was in consequence of your wrong, 


| And I hold that you have no right to do that and 
If he declines the defence of that || 


then refuse compensation to the agents whom they 
may send here. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not intend to detain the 
Senate in the transaction of business, but ag | in. 
tend to vote against this amendment, | wish to state 
briefly the reasons for my vote. In the first place, 


| there is no Senator in attendance here from New 


Mexico. There was no competent body to elect 
a Senator there. When the so-called Legislature 
of New Mexico met for that purpose, they deposed 
a large portion of the representatives of the people, 
and appointed new ones in their place. It was a 
self-created body, and it did not emanate from the 
people. That is one reason, I think, why we ought 
not to encourage such transactions. In the next 
place, it appears that this gentleman was an officer 
of the army; and when he was discharged from 
the service, he was entitled to mileage for travel- 
ing to his place of residence, which was Washing- 
tog city. He would be recompensed for traveling 
as a disbanded officer from New Mexico to this 
place; and this appropriation would be additional 
to the contract that was made between the Gov- 
ernment and him when he went to New Mexico. 
I can see no reason in favor of this amendmen, 
but every possible reason against it. If we wish 
to encourage irregularities, and the payment of 
self-created officers and emissaries, we will never 
terminate, but will continually advance the claims 
against the Government. For these reasons I shall 
vote against the amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. I am informed that the two 
grounds upon which the Senator proceeds are 
both without foundation. The person elected a 
Senator in New Mexico has not been in the Uni- 
ted States army for twelve months. As to what 
the Senator has aaid in relation to the Legislature 
there, I am authorized to say that it is a mistaken 
apprehension, arising out of an improper publica- 


tion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am aware that this gentle- 
man has not been in the service within twelve 
months. [tis not material at what time he left 
the army. He was entitled to transportation to 
his usual place of residence; and he was not dis- 
charged until he had time to reach that place. 
Unless this gentleman is a Senator, or unless there 
is some prospect of his Leing inducted as one, | 
cannot see any propriety in advancing him this 
amount of money. : 

Mr. BUTLER. When new subjects are intro- 


duced, not al ne to the subject under 
consideration, | beg, so far as history can be cor- 
rected by facts upon the occasion ion, that | may be 
permitted'to make my contribution. Now, what 
did Mr. Semple, President of the California Coo- 
regard to Thomas Butler King’ 
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“The PRESIDENT, (Mr. Bett occupying the || by adding after the appropriation for the Bureau 


chait-) The Chair feels constrained to say that 

- <« not in order. 
this 18 9 ‘ 7 

Mr. BUTLER. I am merely following in the 
foatsteps of other gentlemen. ae , 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is only desir- 
ous 10 keep the debate within proper limits. He 
merely made the suggestion. He will not inter- 
fre with the Senator, however. 

Mr. BUTLER. _I shall occupy but a moment. 
Here is what Mr. Semple, President of the Cali- 
fornia Convention, said upon the subject: 

“| feel uncer some obligation to repeat a conversation 
which has a direct bearing upon this matter. There is a 
jsunguished member of Congress, who holds his seat from 

a of the States of the Union, now in California. Witha 
‘esive 10 obtain all the information possible in relation to 
ihe state of things on the other side uf the mountains, I 
xked him what was the desire of the people in Congress? 
jodserved to him that it was not the desire of the people of 
falifornia to take a@ larger boundary than the Sierra Nevada, 
and that we would preter not embracing within our limits 
this desert waste to the East. His reply was: ‘ For God’s 
eke, have us no territory to legislate upon in Congress.’ 
He went on to state then that the great object in our forma- 
tion of a State government was to avoid further legislation; 
there would be no question as to our admission by es 
this course ; and that all subjects of minor importance coul 
afterwards be settied. T think it my duty to impart this in- 
frmation to the Convention. The conversation took place 
between Mr. Thomas Butler King and myself.” 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President 

Mr. CASS. I would submit to the honorable 
Senator from California whether there is any use 
in saying anything on this matter? It has been 
discussed here for ten months; and no one could 
tell us anything more about it than we have heard 
already. : 3. 

Mr.GWIN. I think great injustice has been 
done Mr. King in this matter. I was present 
when that statement was made by the President 
of the Convention. The very. moment it was 
made the fact that his authority was even quoted 
in that Convention, it was denounced. It was 
asked Who was Thomas Butler King, and what 
right had he to dictate to that Convention? If it 
were not for the statement that Mr. King had 
wished a certain boundary, it would have been 
different from what it was. But when it was sug- 
gested that he desired a certain boundary, the Con- 
vention tarned round and voted a different bound- 
ary. But Mr. King had no influence, and at- 
tempted to exercise none, in the Convention, so 
far as I saw. At the time it was held he was 
lying on what we supposed to be his death-bed, 
one hundred and twenty miles from where the 
Convention was sitting. I thin: great injustice 
has been done to Mr. King by ~-: .rging him with 
interfering in this matter, and still greater injustice 
to the people of California, to suppose they would 
have permitted such interference. 

The question was then taken and resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Chase, 
Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Ewing, Greene, Gwin, 
Hamlin, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, 
Wales, and Winthrop—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnwell, Bright, Butler, Cass, Clay, 
Dickinson, Downs, Felch, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, 
Turney, Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—24. 


So the amendment was rejected.’ 


Mr. CLARKE. I am instructed by the Com- 
mite on Public Buildings to offer the following 
amendment: 

“For compensation of the architect and superintendent of 
public buildings in the District of Columbia, $1,800. 

I will make a brief statement of the reasons 
Which governed the committee in recommending 
the appropriation. The present superintendent of 
public buildings has a salary of but a thousand 
dollars a year. He has rendered very useful 
Service in preparing draughts of various projects 
that have been formed within the past year and 
during the last session of Congress in relation to 
the public buildings. He has displayed much 
architectural skill. The tleman who now 
holds this office has not only performed the duties 
attached to the office, but has also performed a 
great amount of service as architect. The com- 
mittee have therefore unanimously recommended 
the amendment which I have now proposed. 

Mr, DICKINSON. _ I trast the amendment 
will not prevail. I cannot believe it necessary. 


The amend 
1, hes we ment was adopted as follows—ayes 


Mr. WHITCOMB. I move to amend the bill 
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Indian Affairs the following: ; 
“For the salary of the assistant messenger $500, to be | 
computed from the Ist day of July last.” 
I desire merely to say that $500 was formerly | 
the compensation of that officer. But some years | 
ago the salaries in that bureau were generally di- 
minished, and this among them was diminished to 
$400. The individual who holds the office asks | 


that his salary may be made $500, to correspond || 


with the increased salaries in the bureau, and the | 
salaries of other assistant messengers. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. BADGER. I have been waiting very qui- | 


etly and patiently to offer two or three small || 


amendments. I will now offer the first amend 
ment. | would mention to the chairman of the 
Finance Committee that the amendment does not 
make a new appropriation. It merely makes 
clear and distinct an appropriation already in the 
bill. I move to strike out the words ‘*‘south of 
the Capitol”’ in this clause: ‘*For like improve- 


ments on New Jersey avenue, [south of the Cap- || 


itol,] $2,000, to be expended under the direction 
of the Commissioner of Public Buildings,’’ and in- 
sert in lieu thereof, ‘‘from Capitol sqware to public 
reservation number 17, according to such grade as | 
the Corporation of Washington may hereafter es- 
tablish.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BADGER. I desire to cal! the attention 
of the Senate to the next amendment, which I am 
about to offer. On page forty-eight of the bill 
there occurs this appropriation: 

“ For the payment of Richard Rush of a bjlance ascer- 
tained to be due by the accounting officers of \he Treasury, 
for bis salary as Attorney General of the United States, and 
for the satisfaction of which there is no appropriatian, | 
$259 59: Provided, however, That hereafter the proper ac- | 
counting officers of the Treasury, or other pay officers of the 
United States, shall in no case allow any pay to one indi- 
vidual the salaries of two different offices on account of 
having performed the duties thereof at the same tiine.”’ 

I did not know that this proviso would be held | 
to exclude, and perhaps it was not inténded to ex- | 
clude a certain class of officers, three or four in | 
number, which are known to the Senate to exist. | 
We have an in this bill for a class of 
officers calle ' 
buildings,’’ who receive a compensation of $250. 
It has always heretofore been found best that the 
heads of departments. should select some one in 
the departments connected with the public build- 
ings to discharge this duty, two hundred and fifty | 
dollars being entirely inadequate to procure the | 


services of a competent person to devote his whole | 


time to the matter. I propose, therefore, to insert 
the following at the end of that proviso: 


* But this prohibition shall not extend to the superintend- 
ents of the executive buildings.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BADGER. I move to amend the bill by 


inserting at the end of the first section the follow- 
ing: 


* And for the purpose of enabling the Clerk of the House | 


of Representatives to pay for publishing the debates and pro- 


ceedings of the House of Representatives during the first | 


session of the 30th Congress, and the first session of the 3lst 
Congress, in the ‘Union’ and ‘ Intelligencer’ the sum of 
$7 50 per column for each column of said proceedings pub- 


lished in said papers, or either of them, is hereby appro- | 


priated ; and the Clerk of the House of Representatives is 
hereby authorized and directed to pay the same accordingly: 
Provided, That the Clerk shall have first ascertained accu- 


rately the number of columns of said proceedings published | 


in each of said papers.” 

I offer this amendment on the authority of sev- 
eral members of the. House of Representatives, 
upon their statement that there was an under- 


standing in that House for the reporting of those | 
debates and proceedings the editors of those: pa- | 
pers were to have a suitable compensation. The | 


amendment which I now offer was in charge of 
a Democratic member of that House, who in- 
tended to have proposed it. But whilethe House 
was in committee on this bill that gentleman was 
called out of his place. During his absence a 
motion was made that the committee rise, which 
prevailed, and the bill was reported to the House. 
By the rules of the House it was then too late to 
offer the amendment. I offer it here, not by way 
of determining whether it is right, but that the 
House may have an rtunity to pass judg- 
ment on the matter. iknow their under- 
standings about their reports. If we adopt this 
amendment it will give the House an opportunity 


of determining whether it is their sense and judg- | 


- 


|| House have, in this ver 
| here a proposition by which the 


1935 


ment that this appropriation should be made for 
payment for the pablication of their debates and 
proceedings. I offer it in consequence of the cir- 


| 


|, cumatance I have mentioned, by which a vote 


could not be taken on it. If the House should 
not concur in this amendment, after we adopt it, 
of course it will fall. . 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that we have 
quite enough to do to attend to our own matters 
in relation to the business of printing. We ought 
not to interfere with the House of Representa- 
tives. If they donot choose to make the appro- 
| priation, why should we interfere to aid them ? 
They havea contingent fund. Let them pay for 
this out of their contingent fund. Why should we 
come in and make appropriations for their print- 
| ing? Tam utterly opposed to this system of le- 

gislating in regard to what properly belongs to 

the contingent fund of the other House. I hope 
| the amendment will not be adopted; and before 
sitting down I wish the Senator from North Car- 
olina would tell us what this will cost. How 
much will it teke to pay for this service? 

Mr. BADGER. think that my friend from 


Virginia has fallen into a strange error in saying 


|| that he is not for undertaking the superintendence 
|| of the affairs of the House. 


Why, the Senator 
must surely know that the House had very kindly 
taken the superintendence of the Senate. The 
appropriation bill, sent 
undertake to take 
| charge of the concerns of the Senate in a matter 
| which is supposed most nearly to touch the 

Senate, because it touches their compensation. 
| And this Senate, on Saturday last, voted that the 

House was right in undertaking that superintend- 

ence, and that we ought to be grateful to them for 
| it, and accept the restrictive provision they thought 
necessary to impose on us. 

Now, I wish to take a Christian man’s revenge 
of the House—not to undertake the superintend- 
ence of any of their preceedings for the purpose 
of offering reproach; not to indicate that they are 
géing wrong, and need our restraint and control : 
but for the purpose of giving the House an oppor- 
tunity of passing upon this question, which pecu- 


|| liarly concerns them, and which, as I learn from 
** superintendents of the Executive | 


several members of the House, they were pre- 
| vented from passing upon by the aceidental cir- 
| cumstance which I have mentioned. 

In regard to the contingent fund of the House, 


|| my friend from Virginia forgets entirely that this 


bill ends the contingent fund of the House for the 
present session. “If we do not put this appropria- 
| tion here, they will not be able to pay this out of 
their contingent fund. If my friend prefers it, I 
will modify this amendment so as to make this an 
addition to the contingent fund of the House. But 
| my friend will recollect that this very bill contains 
an appropriation, in similar language, for the 
| Globe” newspaper. | know nothing about the 
merits of this preposition. | only know that it is 
for the House to determine, exactly as we deter- 
mine, whether they understood that they were to 
pay for publishing their debates and proceedings. 
[ wish to put this in this appropriation bill, not 
| coerce the House, but to give the House an oppor- 
| tunity of determining whether or not they will pay 
for this service. If they shall decline to accede to 
the amendment, of course it will fall. 1 merely 
| wish to give the House an opportunity of doing, 
what | am assured they deem to be right, and 
which they were prevented from doing by the ac- 
cidental circumstance | have before mentioned. I 
hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am opposed to inviting the 
House to make expenditures, which they do not 
choose to make for themselves. If the oaet de- 
|| sired to make this expenditure, why did not some 
|| committee of the House ask the Committee on 
| Finance for an amendment for the purpose? In 
every instance where a committee of the House 
recommended an amendment, the Committee on 
|| Finance offer one for them. But on the present 
|| oceasion no such request was made, no such evi- 
|| dence has been produced; we have no evidence 
\| that any committee of the House desires to make 
| this appropriation. 

But my friend from North Carolina says that 
|| the House has interfered with the concerns of the 
| Senate in relation to constructive mileage for extra 

sessions. Does he not remember that that growe 
| out of a law by both Houses and approved 
by the President? And what exists by law, can 
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properly be stricken out by law. But here is an 
approoriation that relates exclusively to the House; 
but which has not been requested by any commit- 
tee of the House. But two months will elapse 
before the next seasion of Congress, and it will 
then be time enough to make this appropriation. 
I hope the Senate will not put in this bill an ap- 
propriation for the House of Representatives 
which the House do not ask for. e shall have 
quite enough to do to attend to ourselves, and let 
the House take charge of its own affairs. 

Mr. BADGER, The honorable Senator from 
Virginia says we have no authority for saying 
what waa the disposition of the other House in re- 
gard to this matter. You have my Authority for 
the fact that several members of that House have 
stated to me that this amendment was in conform- 
ity with the wishes of that House. 

M+. HUNTER. TheSenator from North Ca- 
rolina does not exactly understand what | said. I 
did not say that we had no authority atall. | 
stated that the two Houses usually communicated 
in re!ation to such matters through the committees; 
and that we have had no such communication in 
this case. | have no doubt that the Senator from 
North Carolina was assured by some member of 
the House of Representatives that this appropria- 
tion was desirable to the House. But | say no 
communication from any committee of the House 
has beenrecerved in relation to this matter, 

Mr. BADGER. I admit it, But in this case 
gentiemen of the House belonging to both politi- 
cal parties have spoken to me in relation to this 
matter, Ihave brought the matter to the consid- 
eration of the Senate. I did not do so for the 
purpose of obtrading into the business of the 
tiouse, But I am requested to give them an op- 
portunity of doing by this amendment what | am 
assured they would have done had the matter been 
brought forward there. It is a perfectly simple 
and harmless proposition. If the House disagree 
to the amendment, there the matter drops. There 
is no unjust interference with their business—no 
unwise tampering with it. It can lead to no mis- 
chief. lt merely gives the House an opportunity 
of paasing upon that which they were accidentally 
prevented from passing upon. I hope the amend- 
ment will be adopted. ; . 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I move to ingert after 
jine 142, under the bead of ** Third Auditor’s of- 
fice,’ the words, ‘‘ for arrearages to extra clerk 
authorized to be employed in said office to lst De- 
cember next, $435.” i will mer@ly state that this 
amendment is recommended by Mr. John S. Gal- 
laher, the Third Auditor. This extra clerk has 
been a good deal employed during the past Sum- 
mar, end this amendment is to pay him for the 
services which be has rendered. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I have another amend- 
ment, to come in under the head of ** Minnesota,”’ 
after the 549:h line: 

« That the accounting officers be empowered to audit, ad- 
just, and allow the accounts of the public printer of Minne- 
sota Territory, for printing the Constitution of the United 
States, euch pats of the laws of the United States as re- 
lates to the.Northwest Territory, and the laws of Wiscon- 
sin, in force in said Territory by provision of the act organ- 
izing it; the said accounts to be subjecred to the same rules 
and principles as are prescribed by the act of August 29, 
1242, for other territorial accounts.” 

i need only state to the Senate that this amend- 
ment does not involve the expenditure of a single 
dollar, The money was appropriated in the de- 
ficiencies bill, but, owing to the language of the 
law making the appropriation, this claim of the 
prdlie printer of the Territory of Minnesota, for 
publishing the Constitution of the United States, 
the ordinance of 1787, and the laws of Wisconsin 
ajpoticable to the Minnesota Territory, has been 
reje ted. The amendment was drawn up by Mr. 
Whitilesey, the Comptroller of the Treasury, who 
recommends that it should be adopted, so as to en- 
able him to audit and settle the account. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BRIGHT offered the following as an addi- 
tinnal section; . 

And be & further enacted, That inasmuch as the con- 
tractors for executing the See printing of Congress have 
dectared their inability to do the work upon the terms stip- 
ulated in theircontracts, without incurring rain, and have 
petitioned Congress to be relic ved from the past and future 
consequences of infury ari-ing from their exertions to com. 
ply in a proper manner with the terms, and have retin- 
quisbed all right, nile, and claim whatsoever in said con- 
tracts, the contracts for the printing for the Thirty-first 
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C »ngreas be and they hereby are rescinded and annulled on 
the part of the United States. ‘That the Committees on Print- 
ing of the Senate and House of Representatives, respectively, 
be and they hereby are authorized and direcied to audit and 
pass upon the accounts for the printing of the present ses- 
sion of Congress, for their respective Houses, which has 
been executed and delivered up to the date of the approval 
of this act, at arate of compensation corresponding with a 
reduction of 45 per cen um upon the prices established by 
the joiut resolution of 34 March, 1819, which said joiut res- 
olution is hereby revived and established in full force: 
Provided, That the rates 6f compensation for the public 
printing shall hereafter be at a reduction of thirty per centum 
on the prices established by the said joint resolution of 
March 3, 1819: .4nd provided, also, That for the remainder 
of the present and next se-sion of Congress, the Secretary 
of the Senate and the Cierk of the House of Represeutatives 
be and they hereby are directed to employ such printer or 
printers as they shall judge proper aud necessary to have 
the printing of the reapective Hou-es done in a neat and 
workmanhke manner, with materials of good quality, and 
with promptitade ; all of which to be regulated and approved 
by the said Secretary and Cierk, and paid for by them at the 
rates herein established for the future printing to be ordered 
by the two Houses; and that all acts or parts of acts ineon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, be and the same 
hereby are repealed. And that for the purpose of meeting 
any additional demand upon the contingent funds of the two 
Houses arising from the provisions contained in this section, 
there be and hereby is appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the contingent 
fund of the Senate $50,000, and to that of the House of Rep- 
resentatives $100,000.” 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is proper that I should make 
a few remarks explanatory of this amendment. 
Some three weeks ago I offered the same proposi- 
tion as a joint resolution, but | have failed to get 
it before the Senate, and therefore, at the sugges- 
tion of several Senators, I feel it to be my duty to 
offer it as an amendment to this bill. The amend- 
ment provides, in the first place, that the present 
printers to Congress shall be discharged from their 
contract, which is admitted upon all hands to be a 
ruinous one. I believe the gentleman holding it 
has, in a jetter addressed to each Senator and 
member of the House, stated that he has per- 
formed the contract according to its letter, in good 
faith, up to the present time, and shall continue to 
do so up to the adjournment of Congress; but that 
if Congress should adjourn without affording him 
relief, such is his pecuniary condition, and the char- 
acter of the contract, he will be compelled to 


| abandon it, and the printing will be left undone. 


That matter, then, submits itself to both Houses 
of Congress for their sound discretion. 

The second proposition is to pay for what shall 
have been done from the date of ieapasins up to 
the adjournment of Congress, at a rate of forty- 
five per centum below the rates established by the 
law of 1819. This, | am authorized to say, will 
not more than pay for the paper and mechanical 
work, and no profit will accrue to the printer for 
the work done from the beginning of the session 
to the adjournment of Congress. The amendment 
further provides that ail printing to be done be- 
tween this time and the end of this Congress, at the 
close of nex: session, shall be paid for, to whoever 
may be employed to do the work, at a rate of 
thirty per centum below the rate fixed by the law 
of 1819, (which I understand to be a fair compen- 
sation for the kind of work generally ordered by 
Congrese,) investing the Secretary of the Senate 
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
with power to have the work done wherever they 
can get it done best. 

1 know the subject of printing for Congress is 
one about which a variety of opinions exist, and 
that itis very hard to bring a majority of the Sen- 
ate to the support of any one plan. Such has been 
our experience in discussing the question during 
the present session. But I believe that this amend- 
ment will satisfy more conflicting interests, whilst 
at the same time it will give relief to one who I 
contend is entitled to relief at our hands, than an 
other proposition which could be presented. Wit 
that view I have offered it, and I hope it will meet 
with the favorable action of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Several Senators have inquired 
of me what has been the action of the Committee 
on Printing in relation to this matter. | therefore 
feel bound to state that this matter has been before 
the Committee on Printing at several meetings. | 
believe, in the first instance, a resolution was re- 
ported to the Senate, which authorized the Secre- 
tary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, respectively, to take as much of 
the printing as could not be done in a proper man- 
ner and in good season by the present printers, 
and get it done by other printers, paying therefor 
a price not more (han twenty per cent. off the rates 
established by the resolution of 1819. That reso- 
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lution, it will be recollected, was bef, 
for some time, and was recommpinend, he Bena 
meeting (I am now speaking of the joint mother 
tee of the Senate and the House) was held emit 
chairman on the part of the House was Teas A 
report to the House a joint resolution, fas ” 
sure whether it has been printed or not: ¥e, mot 
chairman on the part of the House has Pe - 
to the House a joint resolution, and | beliews ae 
terms of it are very similar to the amend - 
which has just been offered by the Senator from 
Indiana, [Mr. Bricut,] with some slight one 
tions. [I believe the resolution reported eh, 
House proposed to suspend the present System f 
printing, not only during the present session bu 
during the present Congress, and it proposed _ 
pay for the work hich had been done at the aime 
of the resolution of 1819 with forty-five per cou. 
off, and for the work to be done thirty-five = 
cent. off from the rates under the resolution of 
1819. The amendment of the Senator from Indi 
ana corresponds with the report of the Committes 
on Printing, with only these differences: that - 
committee recommended that the work to be done 
should be done at the rates established by the reg. 
olution of 1819, with thirty-five per cent. off, while 
this amendment proposes only thirty per cent, of 
that rate; and the resolution reported by the di. 
rection of the committee, | am very confident, on) 
suspends the present system, while this aménd. 
ment, I believe, proposes to repeal it. My own 
opinion is, that this amendment should contain 
both of these qualifications. It should only sus. 
pend this contract system, and it. should establish 
as the rate at which the work is to be done the 
rates under the resolution of 1819, with thirty- 
five per cent. off. 

Mr. TURNEY. Before voting, I should like 
to submit a single remark. If I am not mistaken 
some months ago the chairman of the Committee 
on Printing, the Senator from Arkansas, {Mr 
Borianp,] who has been. absent for several 
months, made a report, in which it was shown 
that we had paid the present printers for Congress 
a very large amount of excess over the usual price 
for printing a certain document—some decisions of 
the Supreme Court. It seemed that we were very 
largely swindled in that transaction. This printer, 
who now presents himself for relief, no doubt an- 
derstood what he was doing when he bid for the 
public printing at a rate at which he knew he 
could not properly do it. He did it for the pur- 
pose of putting down competition and obtaining the 
employment, and then going to partisans or others 
whom he could enlist in his service, to give him 
different compensation altogether from that which 
he contracted for; in short, to give him the employ. 
ment without competition. In other words, it 
was a fraud upon Congress, or an attempt at fraud; 
and if it is now carried out, and compensation is 
allowed him, it will be the perfection of the fraud. 
Congress will sanction it, if we adopt this amend- 
ment; and | must say, for one, that it never will 
be adopted with my vote; for | have on no former 
occasions voted additional sums to public printers. 
It is to be supposed that they understand their 
business. They know, when they make acontract, 
whether they will make or lose money by it. 
They know a great deal more about printing than 
I do, and when they make a contract, knowing 
all this, for one price, and when they come to be 
paid ask four times the amount, I cannot take their 
word both times. But, if Congress is to release the 
contractors, who come to us asking to be released 
from the hard bargain which they must have 
known they could not comply with, I think it 
would be only just that they should reduce the 
price of that special document, for which they re- 
ceived ten times the proper amount that should 
have been charged, and let that operate as a set- 
off. Ten thousand five hundred dollars, I be- 
lieve, was paid for a small document, which no 
Senator anticipated, | am sure, would cost any- 
thing like that sum, and which, all will agree, '§ 
at least three or four times its intrinsic value. 
How the Secretary was i upon and induced 
to pay that amount, no can tell from the re 
port of the committee. It was established upon 
no principle, neither upon the resolution of 1°19, 
nor upon any rule or law; and then the prister 
hi came with his account, and red 
the amount hi y Without assigning any reasea 
for doing so. 

Sir, I think it would be well to have the report 
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